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Sotheby’s est. 1744 
• 24 June 2026
• Selections from The Jay T. Snider Collection of Benjamin Franklin
• Autograph letter signed (“B Franklin”) to John Ladd (“Sir”), half page 

(312 x 192 mm; 12.3 x 7.6 inches) on a leaf of laid paper (watermarked 
heraldic shield), [Philadelphia,] 12 June 1738, regarding Ladd’s purchase 
of books from Franklin’s shop, verso with autograph address panel and 
reception docket; browned, worn at folds with some neat repair. Half 
green morocco folding-case gilt, chemise.

• $35,840
• https://www.sothebys.com/en/digital-catalogues/the-jay-t-snider-

collection-of-benjamin-franklin 
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September 1, 1755
Philadelphia
• Earliest known letter between Franklin and Babcock
• Letter begins by introducing Revd. Mr. Allison, Rector of Bordentown 

Academy and asks Joshua Babcock to entertain him.
• “Do me the Favour to make my Complements acceptable to your good Lady, 

Sisters and Children in whose most agreeable Company I passed those Chearful 
Winter Evenings, which I remember with high Pleasure.”

• When and how Joshua Babcock (1707-1783) and Benjamin Franklin (1706-
1790) met is unknown. Winter evenings were likely Jan/Feb 1755. Franklin 
traveled to Boston 1733, 1743, 1754/5, 1763. Only 1754/5 was winter.

• BF Papers project Annotation – Of Mrs. Hannah (Stanton) Babcock, Stiles 
(Literary Diary, III, 66-7) wrote that she was “a most excellent Woman, the 
Law of Kindness was upon her Tongue, her prudence and amiableness of 
manners as well as her virtues and love of all the religions rendered her the 
ornament of her sex.” Her husband “accounted her his glory.”
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September 1, 1755 Context
• BF also wrote Ezra Stiles and Jared Eliot on September 1, 1755
• Approximately 15,000 Franklin letters known (6 per week for 50 years)
• French and Indian War (Seven Years War 1754 – 1763) Much of 

Pennsylvania had been lost to the French. Franklin was heavily involved 
in organizing defense of Philadelphia.

• Catharine (Katy) Ray friendship 1754-55
• Met through family in Boston late 1754, 23 years old, daughter of Simon and 

Deborah Ray of Block Island
• BF to CR 4 Mar 1755 Annotation – “They set out from Boston, Dec. 30, 1754, 

visited Catharine’s sister Anna, wife of Samuel Ward, at Westerly, R.I., whence 
Catharine returned to Block Island and BF to Philadelphia.”

• 1758 she married William Greene, future governor of RI
• He was enamored with her and she him but refused physical advances… friends 

for 30 years. Benjamin Franklin and Catharine Ray Greene – Their 
Correspondence 1755-1790. Edited and Annotated by William Greene Roelker 
(Director RIHS), American Philosophical Society, 1949  159 p
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September 1, 1755 
Document

Yale University Library has photostatic copy. Appears 
bound into book of letters.



10 December 1761 
London
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10 December 1761

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.
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10 December 1761
text
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10 December 1761 
p.s.

P.S. I enclose you some 
seeds of the true Tartarian 
Rhubarb. It is distributed 
by order of the Society of 
Arts. There is no doubt 
but it will grow with you. 
Dr. Babcock.
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10 December 1761 context

• Franklin in London 1757 to August 1762
• Representing Pennsylvania Assembly in dispute with proprietors (William 

Penn’s descendants)

• George III became King on 25 October 1760 at age 22
• Franklin’s glass “armonica” created in 1761. 1791 Mozart wrote 

Adagio and Rondo for glass harmonica, flute, oboe, viola and cello in 
C minor, K. 617

• Oxford University 1762 honorary Doctor of Civil Law
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16 December 1762
Philadelphia
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16 
December 
1762
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5 September 1763 Boston
Returning hither from Portsmouth, I find your agreeable Favour of Augt. 19. containing your 

kind Invitation to Westerly, where I am sure I could pass some Days with great Pleasure; but doubt 
whether it will be in my Power.
 I perceive the Artifice of your Eloquence, which in some degree saves me from being carried away 
by its Force. You promise me the Communication of some new Philosophical Discovery. Then you 
pique my Pride, by challenging me at Drafts, and insinuate that I have not the Courage to meet you. 
Then you work upon my Fears, by your Prophecies and Auguries, threatening me with Mischief and 
Misfortune if I travel any other Road. All this is very good in its place; but you omit an Argument that 
weighs much more with me, the Happiness I should enjoy in your Conversation, and in the true, 
ancient, cordial Hospitality, with which you and good Mrs. Babcock always entertain your Friends. 
I can only wish that the more powerful Calls of Business and Duty, did not too forcibly draw me another 
way.
 My sincere Respects and best Wishes, will however attend you and yours, while I am, 
  Dear Doctor 
  Your most obedient and most humble Servant
    B Franklin
My compliments to my young Friend the Colonel; hope his Farming succeeds to his wish.
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5 September 1763 
Provenance

• “Benjamin Franklin and Joshua Babcock, 
B.A. Yale 1724” Dorothy W. Bridgwater, The 
Yale University Library Gazette, October 
1950, Vol. 25, No. 2 pp. 63-69

• Auction March 4, 1926

• “New Franklin Letters” Leonard W. Labaree 
The Yale University Library Gazette, April 
1966, Vol. 40, No. 4 pp. 188-193 
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5 September 1763 
Autograph 
Letter Signed

Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library, 
Yale University. 15



18 October 1763

Dear Sir  Newport, Tuesday 
   Oct. 18, 1763
I hop’d to have had the Pleasure of being 
with you before this time, but various 
Remora’s have detain’d us in various 
Places. We are to set out this day, so as to 
lodge at Cases’ to night, and purpose to 
take a Bed under your hospitable Roof the 
Night, if not cast away among the 
dangerous Rocks of your Coast. My best 
Respects to Mrs. Babcock, &c. I am, Dear 
Friend,
 Yours affectionately
 B Franklin
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18 October 1763 
Case’s 
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18 October 1763 Provenance
• Special Collections, West 

Chester University - Email: Ron 
McColl, Associate Professor, 
Special Collections Librarian

• The letter is encased in a leaf in 
a book, which the owner had 
tipped in when it was bound for 
him. The cover was cropped to 
just include the text contained 
on it. 

• The dimensions of the trimmed 
cover are 3 ¼ w x 2 ½ h inches. 
The letter is trimmed to 5 ¼ w x 6 
¾ h inches. 18



Franklin’s Postal Inspection Tour – Boston Post Road 1763
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10 Nov 1763
Philadelphia

Beinecke 
Rare Book 
and 
Manuscript 
Library, Yale 
University.
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10 November 1763 Provenance

• Mrs. Harold McKinnon, San 
Francisco

• Lineal descendent of Joshua Babcock 
according to “New Franklin Letters” 
by Leonard W. Labaree

• “Six of the eight known letters from 
Franklin to Babcock are now in the 
Library of Babcock's alma mater. If he 
could have been told that anything of 
this sort would happen, he would have 
been astonished and vastly pleased.”
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10 November 1763 
trip

• Your Goodnature will be pleas’d to hear 
that your Guests went on well after they 
left you. We got early into New York the 
next Morning…

• Sally joins in grateful Remembrance of 
your many Civilities and Kidnesses to us, 
at your House and on the Road…

• Franklin Papers Annotation “This 
statement, in conjunction with BF’s letter 
to Jane Mecom (sister), Nov 7, makes 
clear that Babcock, and probably his wife, 
had accompanied the Franklin party from 
Westerly to New London and New Haven 
and then for another day’s journey before 
they separated on October 30, one night 
away from New York City”
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10 November 1763 Westerly Postmaster 

• “By next Post you will hear from Mr. Foxcroft & me; he presents his Compliments”

• “In this letter Franklin describes the rest of the journey to Philadelphia and clearly 
confirms what had been only surmised before, that it was on this visit to Westerly that, 
as joint Deputy Postmaster General of America, he had offered Babcock the position of 
Postmaster at Westerly, to which Franklin and his associate John Foxcroft commissioned 
his friend soon” “New Franklin Letters” by Leonard W. Labaree
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Sotheby’s est. 1744 
• Selections 

from The Jay 
T. Snider 
Collection of 
Benjamin 
Franklin
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Westerly 
Post Office 
1772
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26 February 1770

• “The Truth is, I have too much 
Writing to do. It confines me so 
much, that I can scarcely find time 
for sufficient Bodily Exercise to 
keep me in Health.”

• “The Consequence is, that when I 
have many Letters to answer, I 
take the Liberty of postponing 
those to Friends on whose 
Goodness in excusing me I can 
most rely.”

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University 26



26 February 1770

“I wish I could send you an Account by this 
Opportunity of the Redress of all our 
Grievances by Parliament. But tho’ some 
here are sanguine enough to expect it this 
Session, I cannot say I think they have much 
Foundation for their Hopes. We have lately 
lost out of the Cabinet almost every Man 
that was in the least favourably dispos’d 
towards America; and it will be strange if 
our Relief should come spontaneously from 
our Adversaries.”
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1763 to 1774 Context
• Franklin in London 1757 – 1762 and 1764 – 1774

• Postmaster General of British America 1753 – 1774
• Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly member 1751 – 1764

• Stamp Act 1765 – direct tax on British colonies in America required many printed items 
to be made on paper from London with revenue stamps (legal documents, magazine, 
playing cards)

• Franklin witness in House of Commons Feb 11 – 13, 1766 for repeal
• repealed 1766 by Duties in American Colonies Act

• Quartering Acts 1765 – Colonies required to provide food and housing for British Army
• Townsend Acts/Duties 1766/7 – Taxes and regulations on colonies 

• Repealed March 1770 except tax on tea
• Boston Massacre – March 1770

• Franklin didn’t learn of it for weeks after
• Franklin’s perspective changes from trying to make relations with Britain work to 

believing separation necessary
• 1764 returned to London as anti-proprietorship (Penn family) and pro-monarchy
• 1774 returned to Philadelphia as pro-independence
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13 January 1772

It was with great Pleasure I learnt by Mr. 
Marchant, that you and Mrs. Babcock and all 
your good Family continue well and happy. I 
hope I shall find you all in the same State when 
I next come your Way, and take Shelter as 
often heretofore under your hospitable Roof. 
The Colonel, I am told, continues an active 
and able Farmer, the most honourable of all 
Employments, in my Opinion as being the most 
useful in itself, and rendring the Man most 
independent. My Namesake, his Son, will 
soon I hope be able to drive the Plough for 
him.

American Philosophical Society, ALS (letterbook draft)



13 January 1772
I have lately made a Tour thro’ Ireland and Scotland. In 
these Countries a small Part of the Society are 
Landlords, great Noblemen and Gentlemen, extreamly 
opulent, living in the highest Affluence and 
Magnificence: The Bulk of the People Tenants, 
extreamly poor, living in the most sordid Wretchedness 
in dirty Hovels of Mud and Straw, and cloathed only in 
Rags. I thought often of the Happiness of New 
England, where every Man is a Freeholder, has a Vote 
in publick Affairs, lives in a tidy warm House, has 
plenty of good Food and Fewel, with whole Cloaths 
from Head to Foot, the Manufactury perhaps of his 
own Family. Long may they continue in this Situation! 



15 February 1774 Babcock Writes Franklin
American Philosophical Society Scope and Contents note

• Westerly. Concerning the fate in Boston of the India 
Company's 342 chests of tea; many towns in the 
Colonies entering into agreements and forming 
resolutions to quit all dutied tea. Question of appointing 
an agent for their little colony [Rhode Island]; 
inconsiderable salary; if, however, Franklin would forget 
his real dignity and be so unconscious of his intrinsic 
worth as to deign to write Governor Wanton, feels sure he 
would be solicited to accept the agency. He is often 
toasted in Connecticut. Tells him of a noted 
subterraneous prison (once a mine) in Simsbury, 
appropriated for the confinement of felons; calls it a hell.

• This is one of two extant letters from him. The other, May 
31, 1778 (APS), confirms the impression given by this one 
that Babcock loved words not wisely but too well.

Experience has taught, that it is our Duty 
to rest quietly in the Absence of One of 
the greatest Usefulness, for whom We 
have the strongest Affection, whose 
Absence is as necessary as productive of 
our best Emolument. In Fine Sir that You 
may long very long continue as a 
Guardian Angel the Conservator of the 
Rights Libertys and Immunitys of N. 
America, that your Weight and 
Importance may rise in Proportion to your 
Years and Experience is the sincere Wish 
of her every true Son, and of no One with 
more Truth and Cordiality than of your 
most obedient most affectionate and 
most humble Servant
Josh Babcock

American Philosophical Society 31



31 May 1778

To You, Dear Doctor
• Joshua Babcock to Benjamin Franklin
Scope and Contents Note: Westerly, Rhode 
Island. Means taken for the defense of Rhode 
Island against the enemy; slaves emancipated 
to serve in battalions. General Spenser's 
abortive attempts against the enemy. 
Exorbitant prices charged for the necessaries 
of life. Does Franklin know any better expedient 
for mending the currency than severe taxation? 
Congratulates him on the negotiation of the 
treaties with France. The King and Queen of 
France and his Excellency daily toasted in the 
political circles of America. Concerning 
Franklin's address to Lord North on behalf of 
his captive countrymen. Pays him many 
compliments. (American Philosophical Society 
Description)

American Philosophical Society
32



31 May 1778

33



14 October 1858

Narragansett Weekly, Westerly RI

Westerly Library Local History Collection online 34



Franklin and Babcock Letters Summary

• Eight letters from Franklin to Joshua Babcock from 1755 – 1772
• Two letters to Franklin from Babcock 1774 and 1778
• Friendship between the two families and friends in Westerly – 

Franklin, his daughter Sally and son William, Babcock, his wife, 
sons Harry and Luke, the Wards and others

• Original sources for historical events – medicinal Tartarian rhubarb, 
Franklin sleeping at Babcock’s house, appointment as Westerly 
postmaster

• Letters with addresses artfully formed by folding paper sheets
• History (provenance) of letters
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Photo Credits

• September 1, 1755 – original image from Yale Library; reverse image photo by James Karpeichik
• 10 December 1761 – Betty-Jo Cugini-Greene (2 images), Yale Library (2 images)
• 16 December 1762 – C GEN_MSS_1457_B 4_F 237-4 Yale Collection of Benjamin Franklin Manuscripts. 

General Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.
• 5 September 1763 – photos by James Karpeichik, Extra-illustrations in James M. Beck's The 

Constitution of the United States, 1763-1924. Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Yale University 
(Autograph letter signed)

• 18 October 1763 - Photos of cover and letter courtesy of Special Collection West Chester University
• 10 November 1763 – letter and back Yale Collection of Benjamin Franklin Manuscripts. General 

Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. photos by James Karpeichik
• 26 February 1770 – photos by James Karpeichik
• 13 January 1772 – American Philosophical Society.
• 15 February 1774 – American Philosophical Society.
• 31 May 1778 - Joshua Babcock to Benjamin Franklin, 1778 May 31, f5e8d850-4f45-45cd-b0e0-

69bbdb8c86d1. American Philosophical Society.
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P22 Franklin Caslon

A a B b C c D d E e F f G g 
H h I I J j K k L l M m 
N n O o P p Q q R r S s 
T t U u V v W w X x Y y Z 

A a B b C c D d E e F f G g H h I i J j K k L l M m N 
n O o P p Q q R r S s T t U u V v W w X x Y y Z z
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THANKS!!
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