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September 1, 1755 . ez
Philadelphia | S £k

e Earliest known letter between Franklin and Babcock

* Letter begins by introducing Revd. Mr. Allison, Rector of Bordentown
Academy and asks Joshua Babcock to entertain him.

* “Do me the Fayour to make my Complements acceptable to your good I ady,
Sisters and Children in whose most agreeable Company I passed those Cheartul
Winter Evenings, which I remember with high Pleasure.

* When and how Joshua Babcock (1707-1783) and Benjamin Franklin (1706-
1790) met is unknown. Winter evenings were likely Jan/Feb 1755. Franklin
traveled to Boston 1733, 1743, 1754/5, 1763. Only 1754/5 was winter.

* BF Papers project Annotation — Of Mrs. Hannah (Stanton) Babcock, Stiles
(Literar& Diary, lll, 66-7) wrote that she was “a most excellent Woman, the
Law of Kindness was upon her Tongue, her prudence and amiableness of
manners as well as her virtues and love of all the religions rendered her the
ornament of her sex.” Her husband “accounted her his glory.”
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September 1, 1755 Context LA

 BF also wrote Ezra Stiles and Jared Eliot on September 1, 1755
* Approximately 15,000 Franklin letters known (6 per week for 50 years)

* French and Indian War (Seven Years War 1754 - 1763) Much of
Pennsylvania had been lost to the French. Franklin was heavily involved
in organizing defense of Philadelphia.

* Catharine (Katy) Ray friendship 1754-55

* Met through family in Boston late 1754, 23 years old, daughter of Simon and
Deborah Ray of Block Island

* BFto CR 4 Mar 1755 Annotation - “They set out from Boston, Dec. 30, 1754,
visited Catharine’s sister Anna, wife of Samuel Ward, at Westerly, R.l., whence
Catharine returned to Block Island and BF to Philadelphia.”

* 1758 she married William Greene, future governor of R

* He was enamored with her and she him but refused physical advances... friends
for 30 years. Benjamin Franklin and Catharine Ray Greene — Their
Correspondence 1755-1790. Edited and Annotated by William Greene Roelker
(Director RIHS), American Philosophical Society, 1949 159 p
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10 December 1761
text

5. On Joshua Babcock, physician and storekeeper of Westerly, R.1., Ezra Stiles's "stay-at-home
Protestant,” see above, vi, 174 n.

6. Babcock’s letter not found. The Babcocks had four sons: Henry (1736-1800), Luke (1738-1777), Adam
(1740-1817), and Paul (b. 1748). The one referred to here as the "Colonel” was Henry, B.A., Yale, 1752; an
officer in the R.I. militia who had served at Crown Point and Ticonderoga. He was a member of the R.I.
Assembly, 1766-69, and served briefly in the militia again early in the Revolution. If only one of his younger
brothers accompanied him to England in 1761 it was probably Luke, B.A., Yale, 1755, who kept shop in New
Haven and became postmaster there in 1767. Two years later he went to England for Episcopal ordination
and was a missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Yonkers, N.Y., 1771-77. Like many
Episcopal clergymen in the northern colonies, he was a Loyalist at the outbreak of the Revolution. Dexter,
Biog. Sketches, 11, 277-80, 362-4; Wilkins Updike, A History of the Episcopal Church in Narragansett, D. B.
Updike, ed. (Boston, 1907), 11, 47-58.

[~

. See above, p. 394, for we's visit to Bath.

(0]

. Probably a reference to the Canada Pamphlet.

FOU.l‘ldGI'S Ol’llll’le [Back to normal view]

BEN]AMIN FRANKLIN TO ]OSHUA BABCOCK, 10 DECEMBER 1761
To Joshua Babcock®

ALs: Yale University Library

Dear Sir London, Decr. 10. 1761

I have been favour’d with yours by your valuable Sons, on whose promising Worth I congratulate you and good Mrs.
Babcock. © I should be glad to see them oftner than I do. But young Men find in England, Amusements more agreeable than
the Company of old ones. The Colonel is gone down with my Son to Bath, where I last Night had the Pleasure of hearing they
were both well.Z

It gives me Pleasure to learn that my Endeavours here for the Good of our Northern Colonies, have met with the
Approbation you mention, among my Countrymen. 8 The Negotiations for a Peace, in which Canada was to be for ever ceded
to England, are unfortunately brbken off, but there is nevertheless great Reason to believe it will not be given up, unless some
fatal Change should happen in our Affairs.2 The Nation is now so fully convinc’d of the Importance of retaining it; that a
Minister without evident Necessity, will hardly venture to relinquish it.

My best Respects attend you and yours. Remember me to your Neighbours the good Samaritans: to Mr. and Mrs. Ward,
Mr. Eeles, &c.1 With the greatest Esteem, I am, Dear Sir, Your most obedient humble Servant

B FRANKLIN

p. 5. I enclose you some Seeds of the true Tartarian Rhubarb.2 It is distributed by Order of the Society of Arts. There is no
doubt but it will grow with you.

Dr. Babcock

Addressed: To / Dr Babcock / at Westerly / Rhodeisland Governmt / Free / B FRANKLIN

Endorsed: Ben Franklin Esq. of 10 Decr. 1762 from London with seed of Tartarn Rhubarp Reed 21 Aprl. 1762

Another note in an almost illegible hand: Tower Hills April 21. 1762 By My Master and forwardd by Ser [?] Hurd Ser John

1. Samuel and Anna Ward of Westerly (the latter the sister of Catherine Ray), and probably the Rew.
Nathaniel Eeles (1711-1786), A.B., Harvard, 1728, minister at nearby Stonington, Conn. Sibley’s Harvard

Graduates, viii, 407-16.

2. The Tartarian rhubarb (Rheum officinale) was introduced to Europe from China through Russia and
promoted in Great Britain by ef's friend Sir Alexander Dick (above, viii, 440 n). It was highly prized for its
medicinal uses. In 1774 the Society of Arts awarded its gold medal to Dick for his contribution. Robert
Dossie, Memoirs of Agriculture and other (Economical Arts (London, 1768-82), 11, 258-91; 111, 208-25.

Note: The annotations to this document, and any other modern editorial content, are copyright © the American Philosophical

Society and Yale University. All rights reserved.
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P.S. I enclose you some
seeds of the true Tartarian -
Rhubarb. It is distributed em—
by order of the Society of i
Arts. There 1s no doubt e

but it will grow with you.
Dr. Babcock.



10 December 1761 context

» Franklin in London 1757 to August 1762

* Representing Pennsylvania Assembly in dispute with proprietors (William
Penn’s descendants)

* George III became King on 25 October 1760 at age 22

» Franklin’s glass “armonica” created in 1761. 1791 Mozart wrote
Adagio and Rondo for glass harmonica, flute, oboe, viola and cello in
C minor, K. 617

» Oxtord University 1762 honorary Doctor of Civil Law

10
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HEH]AMIH FRANKLIN TO ]DSHU& BABCOCK, 16 DECEMBER 1762
To Joshua Babcock4

aLs: Yale University Library

Dear Sir, Philada. Dec. 20, 1702,

I thank you most cordially for your kind Congratulations on my Arrival, which I have the more Pleasure in, as among my
other Friends, I find vou and vours alive and well: I rejoice with von likewise in the safe Return of vour two valuable Sons, to
whom, on Account of their own Merit as well as the Oblizgations I am under to vou, I wish it had been in my Power to have
been any way serviceable. @ Be 3o sood as to assure them of my best Respects and Wishes, which also attend Mrs. Babeock
and the other Branches of your good Family. I hope to have the Pleasure next Summer of seeing youn all once more, in a
Journey I purpose to Boston. I shall ever retain a grateful Remembrance of your Hospitality, and of the pleasing Hours I have
pass'd in your Conversation and with yvour most agreable Family; and I long for a Repetition of that delightful Entertainment.
Fleasze to remember me affectionately to the zood Sa.l:uau"rta.l:l:z.,'4'-rl and do me the Justice to believe me ever, with the sincerest
Esteem and Respect, Dear Sir, Your most oblized and most obedient huamble Servant

B FraNELIN
Honble Joshna Babcock Esqr

Endorsed: Ben Franklin Esq Decr. 16. 1762 recd. 6 Jany 1763

[Note numbering follows the Franklin Papers source. ]

4. On Joshua Baboock (1707-1783) of Westerly, R.L., physician, merchant, and public official, see above,
vi, 174 n. eF often enjoyed his hospitality when passing through Westerly on journeys to or from Boston.

5. Two of Babcock's sons had called upon eF in London the year before; see above, 1x, 397 n.

6. Probably Samuel and Anna Ward of Westerly and Rev. Nathaniel Eeles of Stonington, Conn., or “the
charitable Misses Stanton,” relatives of Mrs. Babcock, to whom he sent greetings through Catharine Ray in

1757. See above, vi1, 143.
12



5 September 1763 Boston

Returning hither from Portsmouth, I find your agreeable Favour of Augt. 19. containing your
kind Invitation to Westerly, where I am sure I could pass some Days with great Pleasure; but doubt
whether it will be in my Power.

I perceive the Artifice of your Eloquence, which in some degree saves me from being carried away
by its Force. You promise me the Communication of some new Philosophical Discovery. Then you
pique my Pride, by challenging me at Drafts, and insinuate that I have not the Courage to meet you.
Then you work upon my Fears, by your Prophecies and Auguries, threatening me with Mischief and
Misfortune if I travel any other Road. All this is very good in its places but you omit an Argument that
weighs much more with me, the Happiness I should enjoy in your Conversation, and in the true,
ancient, cordial Hospitality, with which you and good Mrs. Babcock always entertain your Friends.
I can only wish that the more powerful Calls of Business and Duty, did not too forcibly draw me another
way.

My sincere Respects and best Wishes, will however attend you and yours, while I am,

Dear Doctor
Your most obedient and most humble Servant
B Franklin

My compliments to my young Friend the Colonel; hope his Farming succeeds to his wish.
13
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“Benjamin Franklin and Joshua Babcock,
B.A. Yale 1724” Dorothy W. Bridgwater, The
Yale University Library Gazette, October
1950, Vol. 25, No. 2 pp. 63-69
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Franklin, Benjamin, 1706-1790

ALS to Joshua Babcock

1763 Sep 5, Boston

2 p., with address, 22 cm,

Removed from James M, Beck's The Con-
stitution of the United States, New York
[1924], preceding page 61,
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18 October 1763

Dear Sir Newport, Tuesday
Oct. 18, 1763

I hop’d to have had the Pleasure of being
Wlth you before this time, but various
Remora’s have detain’d us in various
Places. We are to set out this day, so as to
lodge at Cases’ to night, and purpose to
tak€ a Bed under your hospitablc Roof the
Night, it not cast away among the
dzmgemus Rocks of yvour Codst. My best
%espacts to Mrs. Babcock, &c. I am, Dear
rien

Yours affectionately
B Franklin




18 October 1763
(Case’s

EARLY HOUSES

of the King’s Province
in
The Narragansett Country
By WILLIAM DAVIS MILLER

With Drawings by
NORMAN MORRISON ISHAM

WAKEFIELD
Rhode Island
1941
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stayed with Squire Case on his travels up and down
the Colonies. As to which Case was the host of
Case’s Tavern recommended in the Vade Mecum,
it is left to the curious to decide. Both these houses
were on the road traveled by the post-rider from
Newport to Westerly, at which town he was met
by the “Western Rider.”

FINIS§

Robt Case’s House

Located on the southerly side of the road leading from
the Post Road at Tower Hill eastward to the Petta-
quamscutt River. Case’s lot adjoined the church lot
where Reverend Dr. Torrey lies buried.

F RogerT Cask, churchman and publican,
O comparatively little information can be

found. He purchased his acre of land from
one John Kenyon, innkeeper, in 1720, and was
admitted a Freeman of Kingstown in 1722. He
was a member of the vestry of St. Paul’s Church,
Narragansett, from 1722 until 1729.

Case’s Tavern on Tower Hill was famous dur-
ing the first half of the Eighteenth Century and is
mentioned in Thomas Prince’s The Vade Mecum
for America or a Companion for Traders and Trav-
ellers, 1732. Case had evidently some difficulty in
receiving his desired license. In 1731 the Town
Council twice “voted that Robert Case have no
Lycence.” However, in a meeting at Ichabod Shef-
field’s in 1732, the records state that “It is Voted
that Robt- Case shall have a Lycence till the Second
Monday in June next for the keeping a house of
Entertainment and Selling Strong Liquers in his
now Dwelling House.”

John Case, Squire Case, also had a house on the
same road and he was granted a license before
Robert. Franklin is reputed to have habitually

[ 38]
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18 October 1763 Provenance

* Special Collections, West
Chester University - Email: Ron
McColl, Associate Professor,
Special Collections Librarian

* The letter is encased in a leaf in
a book, which the owner had
tipped in when it was bound for
him. The cover was cropped to
just include the text contained
on it.

* The dimensions of the trimmed
coverare 3Vawx 2% hinches.
The letteristrimmedto 5w x 6
3 h inches. 18
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10 November 1763 Provenance

e Mrs. Harold McKinnon, San
Francisco

« Lineal descendent of Joshua Babcock
according to “New Franklin Letters”
by Leonard W. Labaree

» “Six of the eight known letters from
Franklin to Babcock are now in the
Library of Babcock's alma mater. If he
could have been told that anything of
this sort would hapé)cn, he would have

been astonished and vastly pleased.”

21



10 November 1763
trip

Your Goodnature will be pleas’d to hear
that your Guests went on well after they
left you. We got early into New York the
next Morning...

Sally joins in grateful Remembrance of
your many Civilities and Kidnesses to us,
atyour House and on the Road...

Franklin Papers Annotation “This
statement, in conjunction with BF’s letter
to Jane Mecom (sister), Nov 7, makes
clear that Babcock, and probably his wife,
had accompanied the Franklin party from
Westerly to New London and New Haven
and then for another day’s journey before
they separated on October 30, one night
away from New York City”

22



10 November 1763 Westerly Postmaster

* “By next Post you will hear from Mr. Foxcroft & me; he presents his Compliments”

* “In this letter Franklin describes the rest of the journey to Philadelphia and clearly
confirms what had been only surmised before, that it was on this visit to Westerly that,
as joint Deputy Postmaster General of America, he had offered Babcock the position of
Postmaster at Westerly, to which Franklin and his associate John Foxcroft commissioned
his friend soon” “New Franklin Letters” by Leonard W. Labaree
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Sotheby’s

e Selections
from The Jay
T. Snider
Collection of
Benjamin
Franklin

Benjamin Franklin | An appointment for a
Deputy Postmaster

GP Mew York Gantry Point Warehouss

Auction Closed
June 24 0504 PM EDT

Estimate
15000 - 25000 UsD

Lot Sold
40,960 UsSD
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26 February 1770

—— ‘/.')‘J.r(: /" >7
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« “The Truth is, I have too much

Writing to do. It contines me so
much, that I can scarcely find time
for sufficient BGdily Exércise to
eep me in Health.”

» “The Consequence is, that when I

have many Letters to answer, I
take the Liberty of postponing
those to Friends on whose
Goodness in excusing me I can
most rely.”

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University 26



26 February 1770

“I wish I could send you an Account by this
Opportunity of the Redress of all our
Grievances by Parliament. But tho’ some
here are sanguine enough to expect it this
Session, I cannot say I think they have much
Foundation for their Hopes. We have lately
lost out of the Cabinet almost every Man
that was in the least favourably dispos’d
towards America; and it will be strange if
our Relief should come spontaneously from
our Adversaries.”
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[ % o - 4 } &

: \/;‘,,,Q/,;m
1763 to 1774 Context -

Franklin in London 1757 -1762 and 1764 - 1774 NS
* Postmaster General of British America 1753 -1774
* Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly member 1751 -1764

Stamp Act 1765 - direct tax on British colonies in America required many printed items
to be made on paper from London with revenue stamps (legal documents, magazine,
playing cards)

* Franklin witness in House of Commons Feb 11 -13, 1766 for repeal
* repealed 1766 by Duties in American Colonies Act

Quartering Acts 1765 — Colonies required to provide food and housing for British Army

Townsend Acts/Duties 1766/7 — Taxes and regulations on colonies
* Repealed March 1770 except tax on tea

Boston Massacre — March 1770

* Franklin didn’t learn of it for weeks after
Franklin’s perspective changes from trying to make relations with Britain work to
believing separation necessary

* 1764 returned to London as anti-proprietorship (Penn family) and pro-monarchy
* 1774 returned to Philadelphia as pro-independence
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13 January 1772

It was with great Pleasure I learnt by M. . LB

p)

Marchant, that you and Mrs. Babcock and all
i;cur ood Family continue well and happy. 1
ope I shall findyou all in the same State when
I next come your Way, and take Shelter as
often heretofore under your hospitable Roof.
The Colonel, I am told, continues an active
and able Farmer, the most honourable of all
Employments, in my Opinion as being the most
usetul in itself, and rendring the Man most
independent. My Namesake, his Son, will
iqon I hope be able to drive the Plough for
im.

= E 3

¢ ks &

ow \ LY
e

American Philosophical Society, ALS (letterbook draft)
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13 January 1772

I have lately made a Tour thro’ Ireland and Scotland. In
these Countries a small Part of the Society are
Landlords, great Noblemen and Gentlemen, extreamly
opulent, living in the highest Affluence and
I\%agni icence: The Bulg of the People Tenants,
extreamly poor, living in the most sordid Wretchedness
in dirt lz_fiovels of Mud and Straw, and cloathed only in
Rags. Ethought often of the Happiness of New
England, where every Man is a Freeholder, has a Vote
in publick Affairs, lives in a tidy warm House, has
lenty of good Food and Fewel, with whole Cloaths
rom %{eaa to Foot, the Manufactury perhaps of his

own Family. Long may they continuein this Situation!
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15 February 1774 Babcock Writes Franklin

American Philosophical Society Scope and Contents note Experience has taught, that it is our Duty

« Westerly. Concerning the fate in Boston of the India to rest quietly in the Absence of One of
Company's 342 chests of tea; many towns in the the greatest Usefulness, for whom We

Colonies entering into agreements and forming have the strongest Affection, whose

resolutions to quit all dutied tea. Question of appointing Absence is as necessary as prpductive of
an agent for their little colony [Rhode Island]; our best Emolument. In Fine Sir that You

inconsiderable salary; if, however, Franklin would forget gjgrloﬂg% \Aegyelfphgecggalggr?/e?tsc)? of the
his real dignity and be so unconscious of his intrinsic g

worth as to deign to write Governor Wanton, feels sure he Elng]gtnscl'al btehrg?/ca)ﬂgvlvn;g#tnggg T

would be solicited to accept the agency. He is often Importance may rise in Proportion to your
toasted in Connecticut. Tells him of a noted Years and Experience is the sincere Wish
subterraneous prison (once a mine) in Simsbury, of her every true Son, and of no One with

appropriated for the confinement of felons; callsitahell. more Truth and Cordiality than of your
* Thisis one of two extant letters from him. The other, May most obedient most affectionate and

31, 1778 (APS), confirms the impression given by this one  MOSt humble Servant
that Babcock loved words not wisely but too well. Josh Babcock

American Philosophical Society 31



21 May 1778

'To You, Dear Doctor
* Joshua Babcock to Benjamin Franklin

Scope and Contents Note: Westerly, Rhode
Island. Means taken for the defense of Rhode
Island against the enemy; slaves emancipated
to serve In battalions. General Spenser's
abortive attempts against the enemy.
Exorbitant prices charged for the necessaries
of life. Does Franklin know any better expedient
for mending the currency than severe taxation?
Congratulates him on the negotiation of the
treaties with France. The King and Queen of
France and his Excellency daily toasted in the
polltlcal circles of America. Concerning
Franklin's address to Lord North on behalf of
his Calotlve countrymen. Pays him mane/
compliments. (American Philosophical Society
Description)

American Philosophical Society
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31 May 1778
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and convenience to the apartment. 1 also | ¢
trrt:d reverently in the cliamber where
often had slept Docror Bexsawiy Fraxk-
14 OCtOber 1 858 LIX, who, in Ilnil Journeys from 'l'hllmh‘l
' p“ﬁ‘a “to Boston and back, alwa avs timed |
his stopping places, 8o as to spend o
night, and somatimes days, with his old
Narragansett Weekly’ Westerly RI  friend, Dr. Babeock, who was himself a
learned man, and for many years Chief|
Justice of Rhode Island:  Tradition has |’
ventured toassert that W asnixarox himself | |
had also honored this house by his pre-|:
' .ni‘nt‘i-. This _assertion 1 had no means ul']
verifying. It may have been so, as Dr,
B. was onc of the most prominent pnlnutnl
of the times. that tried men's souls. |
should not have noticed a gecret passage
adjoining the principal donmitory, had not
.| the obliging hostess called our attention
i to “l) Who can tell to what uses the
b o patriotism or fears of our forefathers, o

I
hundred years ago, may have put such |
places of concealment.

— AP

s
|
— - e |
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A LETTER FROM “PEQUOT." ‘
T9 the Kditors of the Narragausett Weekly :

M @ = "N -

Westerly Library Local History Collection online 34
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Franklin and Babcock Letters Summary

» Eight letters from Franklin to Joshua Babcock from 1755 — 1772
 Two letters to Franklin from Babcock 1774 and 1778

. Friendshi% between the two families and friends in Westerly —
Franklin, his daughter Sallzﬁ?nd son William, Babcock, his wife,

D
sons Harry and Luke, the Wards and others

» Original sources for historical events — medicinal Tartarian rhubarb,

Franklin sleeping at Babcock’s house, appointment as Westerly
postmaster

» Letters with addresses artfully formed by folding paper sheets
» History (provenance) of letters
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Photo Credits

 September 1, 1755 - original image from Yale Library; reverse image photo by James Karpeichik
* 10 December 1761 - Betty-Jo Cugini-Greene (2 images), Yale Library (2 images)

16 December 1762 - C GEN_MSS_1457_B 4_F 237-4 Yale Collection of Benjamin Franklin Manuscripts.
General Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.

 5September 1763 - photos by James Karpeichik, Extra-illustrations in James M. Beck's The
Constitution of the United States, 1763-1924. Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Yale University
(Autograph letter signed)

18 October 1763 - Photos of cover and letter courtesy of Special Collection West Chester University

* 10 November 1763 - letter and back Yale Collection of Benjamin Franklin Manuscripts. General
Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. photos by James Karpeichik

* 26 February 1770 — photos by James Karpeichik
13 January 1772 — American Philosophical Society.
* 15 February 1774 - American Philosophical Society.

* 31 May 1778 - Joshua Babcock to Benjamin Franklin, 1778 May 31, f5e8d850-4f45-45cd-b0e0-
69bbdb8c86d1. American Philosophical Society.
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