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Infrastructure: 
Important but not 
“pretty”

• Paving Stones
• Paving Stone Cutters’ Union
• Crushed stone – Sullivan 

Granite Co
• Sea Walls – 1858 to today



Paving Stones

https://www.flickr.com/photos/westerlylibrary/albums



Paving Stones
• Street paving about 1870s to 1910s 

(horses, street cars)
• Cutters paid by the piece. 1890 $22.50 per 

thousand for sevens (largest) and under 
the most favorable conditions cut 150 
blocks per day. (Providence Journal p3 
2May1890)

• Cutters went where the work was even out 
of state (NY, MA, IL, MN)

• “We supplied the city and contractors in 
Brooklyn with 1,250,000 paving blocks 
from September, 1892, to January, 1893. 
We have also placed our products in New 
York, Yonkers, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Newark, N. J. In all, we have produced and 
delivered more than 2,500,000 granite 
paving blocks.” Mr. James Grant, secretary 
of the Paving Cutters’ Union of the United 
States and Canada 10th Annual Report of the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics in Documents of the Assembly 
of the State of New York 1893 v.7; quarriesandbeyond.org Westerly Library Collection



Paving Stones & Cutters
Worked outdoors in ok weather of spring, 
summer, fall, winter

Work locations along railroad spurs between 
quarry holes

Used stone unsuitable for monumental work

Skilled work to quickly assess how stone 
would split and cut into shape 

Built from Stone p 117

Providence Journal Sept 25, 1885Babcock-Smith House Museum Collection
Westerly Public Library Granite Loan



Paving Stones 
& Cutters

• Stonington Mirror. June 5, 1879.  WESTERLY 
WHISPERINGS... The paving cutters employed by the 
Booth Brothers at the Rhode Island Granite Works in this 
village, twelve in number, have struck for a regular pay 
day and an advance from $12.50 to $14.00 per thousand, 
and have been discharged.  They are nearly all 
Scotchmen, and most of them have left town, several 
going to Baltimore.  One of the contractors says that they 
owe none of them over $25, and that they will be paid in 
full as soon as the shipped work is paid for agreeably to 
the terms on which they were employed.

• “Some idea can be formed of the quarrying business, 
when it is known that one branch of it alone – that of 
paving stones – has shipped eighteen thousand tons to 
NY during the past season, to say nothing of the large 
quantities sent elsewhere.” Jan 10, 1890 Narragansett 
Weekly (p121 Built from Stone)

• Locomotive crane to deliver stone and remove finished 
blocks - New England Granite Works circa 1910



Westerly supplied…

• Quarterly Report of the 
Department of Public Works of 
the City of Providence, R.I.

• 1884 (v5) to 1893 and1905 to 
1910 (v110) - online

• 1884-1889 curb stones etc. New 
England Granite Works, Smith 
Granite Co

Providence 
Journal 
Sept 19, 
1878



1891-2 Accepted Offers (Providence) 
• 1891

• May 19 by John E Collins, Westerly RI for 500 sq yds 
granite paving blocks $775 

• June 22 by John E Collins, Westerly RI for 1000 sq 
yds granite paving blocks $1550 

• June 30 by Smith Granite Co of 2500 feet granite 
curbing $1750

• July 21 by Kenyon & Co, Niantic RI for 500 sq yds 
$775, Alexander Marr, Westerly RI for 1000 sq yds 
$1500

• Aug 11 by Thomas Owens Westerly RI for 1000 feet 
curbing

• Aug 25 by John Catto & Co for blocks and curbing 
and John E Collins to cut and deliver blocks and 
crosswalk stones

• Aug 26 by Dixon & Co granite paving blocks
• Dec 15 by John E Collins for 10,000 sq yds granite 

paving blocks $15,250

~26,000 blocks per 1000 square yard (sq yd)

• 1892
• May 28 by John E Collins, Westerly RI to furnish and 

deliver 75,000 paving blocks, 
• June 20 by John E Collins for 100,000 paving blocks 
• Aug 10 by John E Collins, Westerly 100,000 paving 

blocks
• Nov 16 by John E Collins for 10,000 sq yds granite 

paving blocks $15500

• “There are about 12 at Smith’s, eight at 
Chapman’s, six at Rhode Island Granite Works, 
two at Murray & Archie’s, six at Dixon’s, 10 at 
Collins’s, two at William Archie’s and six 
scattering.” May 2, 1890, Providence Journal 

• “The paving cutters are not numerous in 
Westerly, there being only 50 or 60 employed on 
the quarries.” May 5, 1892, Providence Journal 
[about 600-700 stone cutters, 150 quarrymen]

• Who is John E Collins?
 1854 - 1937



John E. Collins - Businessman

1885 
Westerly 
Directory

1900 
Westerly 
Directory

1894 (to 98) 
Westerly 
Directory

"Mr. John E 
Collins has 
purchased a 
pneumatic 
sulky for racing 
purposes“
Westerly Sun 
Aug 8, 1893

Elected a Trustee at 
the 3rd quarterly 
conference at 
Grace ME Church. 
Providence Journal 
Nov. 22, 1883



Paving Cutter Work and Life - Westerly Sun
• April 1894 - 600 tons of granite paving blocks shipped by schooners to NY 

from Stonington CT
•  Sept 1894 - Labor Day events, sports in afternoon, tug of war team from 

paving cutters (people named) won over Caledonian team
• Dec 1894 - New law in NY requires paving blocks be prepared in NY by US 

citizens.  Westerly manufacturer said would impact thousands of 
carloads and hundreds of schooner loads of blocks currently shipped. 

• Aug-Sept 1895 - Organizing committee for labor day parade includes 
James Stewart of Paving Cutters’ Union, 25 men and float in parade 

• Feb 1896 - So cold the past two days that paving cutters couldn't work
• Dec 1896 - Changes in wages and paving cutters laid off at Smith Granite
• July 1897 - Paving cutters abandoned work due to intense heat



Paving Cutters’ 
Union



Paving Stone Cutters’ Union

Babcock-Smith House Museum collection

1877 granite cutters’ union formed
1879 paving cutters’ strike RI 
Granite Works
1887 paving cutters’ union formed
1890 strike in Westerly
1892 strike and lockout May to Oct 
(quarriesandbeyond.org)
1895 Mar-May strike, union meets 
manufacturer for new bill of prices, 
strike ended, dispute over tool 
sharpening for paving cutters
1895 July-Sept Labor Day Parade – 
25 men with float
1896 Dec – wages reduced and 
men laid off
1898 Mar – Union meeting
1899 – next slide
1901 union restarted
1956 union dissolved



Paving Stone 
Contracts

1899

Westerly Granite Co, Charles D. 
Chapman, Calder & Carnie

1904

Joseph Newall and Co, Calder 
and Carnie, Westerly Granite Co 
– 130,000 blocks

1905–1911

NE Granite, Joseph Newall and 
Co, Calder and Carnie, Westerly 
Granite Co, Smith Granite Co, 
John Catto, Sweeney Granite Co

Providence News Saturday April 28, 1899  p1

Westerly Sun  Tuesday May 2, 1899  p1



Paving Cutters 
Union

M = 1000



Crushed stone – Sullivan Granite



Crusher – Sullivan Granite

Old Crusher

New Crusher

Old & New Under Construction 

New Crusher 
Machinery

Babcock-Smith House Museum collection



Crusher – Airfield Runways

Babcock-Smith House Museum collection



Crusher



Seawalls or 
Sea Walls
Breakwaters
Groins
Jetties

https://fineartamerica.com/featured/watch-hill-lighthouse-watch-hill-
ri-sm-hall.html 
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Seawalls
• June 24, 1823 Christopher Ellery - Col & Supt. L-

houses (Newport District) to Mr. Winslow Lewis 
Contractor (National Archives online)

• “I take this occasion to say to you, that, when visiting Watch 
Hill, lately, to direct repairs of the stone-wall thrown down 
during the great gale on the 30th March last, and then by 
twice inspecting the light-house, lamps, and apparatus 
generally, I observed the clock-work to be out of order…”

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/94533246?objectPage=80



Seawalls – Watch Hill Lighthouse
Westerly Echo and Pawcatuck Advertiser
• April 19, 1855 “We learn that new Light Houses 

are to be erected at Watch Hill, Beaver Tail, and 
at various other points on the Atlantic coast.”

• Jan 17, 1856 “A new Light-House Tower and 
keeper’s dwelling (in connection therewith) have 
been erected at Watch Hill Point, Rhode Island” 
“The new Tower …is built of granite and is 
unpainted”

• Sept 4, 1856 “LIGHT-HOUSES. In the act passed 
at the last session of Congress make 
appropriations…For completing the sea wall for 
the preservation of the lighthouse at Watch Hill, 
ten thousand dollars.”



Seawalls – Watch Hill Lighthouse
July 1, 1858 “EXCURSION TO WATCH HILL – As had been 
previously advertised, the Westerly Brass Band made 
their first excursion of the season, last Saturday evening, 
in the steamer Water Lily…At Watch Hill, we repaired to 
the Watch Hill House, kept by Capt. Nash…
Uncle Samuel is laying out the snug little sum of forty 
thousand dollars in building a new wall around the 
“point” to protect the lighthouse. The stone comes 
from the quarry of O. Smith, in Westerly, and is 
landed at a wharf built for that purpose.”
“Westerly in the Fifties” “The massive granite wall which 
is built around the point was constructed to keep the 
waves from washing away the bluff, which was 
continually being encroached upon by the action of the 
water. The heavy blocks of granite were transported 
there by Capt. Jason Lee West in his staunch scow 
Jason.” Oct 3, 1897 Westerly Sun by Albert P Pendleton



Sea Walls – Watch Hill Lighthouse



Breakwater – Rip Rap 

• 1934 (Great Depression)
• Columbia Granite Works
• Rip Rap breakwater – human 

placed rock to protect land or 
structures from water 

Westerly Sun Sept. 12, 1934

Westerly Sun Aug 19, 1934



Breakwater - 1938
• Sept 21, 1938 category 5 hurricane
• Sept 26, 1938 Westerly Sun - Federal 

Works Project Administration (WPA) to 
provide clean-up aid. Meeting 
included Frank A. Sullivan, President 
of Westerly Chamber of Commerce

Westerly Sun Sept 26, 1938 Westerly Sun Oct 5-11, 1938Rip rap, granite waste used to build sea wall after 1938 hurricane



Breakwater – 1941
Westerly Sun July 24, 1941 



Breakwaters and groins – 1940s

Westerly Sun
June 1, 1947 Westerly Sun

Jan 9-10, 1949

0



Breakwater Block Island 

Providence Sunday Journal July 23, 1950 Babcock-Smith House Museum collection



Providence_Journal
1950-04-08 p4Babcock-Smith House Museum collection

Point Judith Breakwater – Gencarelli (1950)



Babcock-Smith House Museum collection

Point Judith Breakwater – Gencarelli (1950)



Babcock-Smith House Museum collection

Point Judith Breakwater – Gencarelli (1950)



Providence_Journal
1950-04-08 p4Babcock-Smith House Museum collection

Point Judith Breakwater 
– Gencarelli (1950)



2010s
Rock retaining 
wall – 
Cherenenzia 
Excavation
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