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Myths and Misinformation

Horrors! While double-checking our information for the
self-guided tour signage, we discovered that we have been
perpetuating myths and that some of the “facts” concerning our
own history were wrong.

We are not alone in our myth-sharing, but we can make an
attempt to correct those myths. Death records show that
disease was the leading cause of death, not childbirth or
petticoats catching fire, and subsequent infections.

No, fire screens were

not used to keep the
ladies' wax make-up from
melting. Europeans often
remarked that American
women did not wear
facial make-up and 18th-
century housekeeping
books do not indicate
any use of make-up.
Firescreens were used

to keep the direct heat
off both men's and
women'’s faces and,
probably, to show off the
fine needlework of the
woman of the house.
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And then there is the myth about the wide floor boards. Only
two colonies, Massachusetts and New Hampshire, had any laws
whatsoever about the “King’s lumber"— generally trees which
had a 24 inch diameter and which were presumably needed by
England for ship’s masts. Joshua Babcock was not breaking any
laws when he used wide floorboards in his home.

An examination of the
length of antique beds
disproves the theory
that beds were shorter
in “those days” because [
people slept sitting up or
were shorter. In fact, the |
length was pretty much
the same as it is today,
but does prove that we
can be fooled by tall
posts, fluffy mattresses, |
large pillows, and
canopies which create
an optical illusion.

The stories about clay
pipes and H&L hinges,
the origin of “sleep tight” and the coded meaning of the position
of horse's legs in equestrian statues--all wrong.
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Now for the Facts . ..

Our crack researcher, Hugh Barton, who delves deeply into
deeds and other public records, discovered that, although we
have been saying that Orlando Smith purchased the Babcock
farm in 1846, the real date was 1848. We surmise that he
started quarrying and formed his company in 1846 and that
might be the source of confusion.

Additionally, we have been saying that Orlando’s mother Sally
rode 20 miles on horseback to bring money to Orlando to
purchase the farm for $8,000 when, in reality, the purchase

and sales agreement states that the selling price was $7,000. If
she lived where Stonecroft now is in Ledyard and her son was on
Mechanic Street in Pawcatuck, unless she took several detours, it
is unlikely that the distance was twenty miles.

The next one is a bit technical. We have been saying that the
Babcock farm went to Dudley Babcock; but the loan, which was
recorded in 1812, clearly states that Dudley was putting up his
one-third share of the undivided estate held by Paul, Dudley and
Hannah (Babcock) Phelps.
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Paintings by E.C. King

When the Westerly Library Local History Department received

a donation of two paintings about which not much was known
except that the house in one of the paintings was purported to be
that of a granite cutter, librarian Nina Wright called us. Further
research showed both King’s signatures and the years 1906 and
1909 on the paintings, and the library thought that they might
have a better home with us. We appreciate the gift and the gen-

erosity of the original donor.

King was a prominent sculptor for Smith Granite Company and
also had his own business. Known for his plaster models, which
he rented to various companies, he is listed in directories from
1896-1918. We own quite a few primary sources on King, includ-
ing early photographs from glass plates and business cards from
E.C. King and Sons, Sculptors and Modellers (sometimes Sculptors

and Designers).

One of King’s best-known sculptures is the Dr. David Tinsley Por-

ter monument, in EImwood Cemetery, Memphis, Tennessee.

Tidbits

Ed and Carol Fazio hosted a candlelight dinner on March

21 for several contractors who are loyal partners with us

in maintaining the museum. Invited guests were Laura

and Doug Bowmaster of Northeast HVAC, Barbara and Bill
Smith of Morgan and Smith Contracting, David Read and
Kim of David Read Painting and Mary Beth and Mike Fusaro
of Uzzi Plumbing. The next candlelight dinner which the
docents host will be the 100th which they have done.

Jude Larzelere, fiber artist, restrung our loom in prepara-
tion for school tours.

Chad Babcock, our resident manager, is anticipating a new
combination storm-screen door.

The Westerly Historical Society has purchased a large-
screen TV which they are sharing with us for programming.

We have received a copy of the lovely book Embroidered
Lives: South County Samplers and Their Stories by Lynne
Anderson Ph.D. from Gilbert Stuart House Birthplace and
Museum which showcased our samplers in their exhibit.
Many thanks to Jackie Brennan for her hosting of a sampler
registration day years ago, which perhaps jump-started the
interest.

The granite archivists have done the preparation for a visit
to the archives, one of the benefits for membership begin-
ning at the $100 level. Invitations will go out at the appro-
priate time.

Research has begun for our summer cemetery tour.
Ashley Hanson, great-great-granddaughter of James Bat-

terson, owner of New England Granite Works, has been
volunteering in the archives.

Harry Bjorkland has successfully mounted the 1884 stone
on the side of Joshua’s Store.

401-596-5704 babcocksmithhouse.org
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Upcoming Events

April 27, Sunday at 2 pm
Monuments in the Midst of Monuments

This cemetery tour at River Bend celebrates Rhode Island Historical Cemeteries Month and is a repeat of the tour done in the summer of
2024. There is no rain date.

May 24, Saturday at 2pm

Open House: Smith Granite Company Store and the 1884 Stone
Presented by Hugh Barton
Following a short presentation of the history of the Smith Granite Company Store and the 1884 Stone, there will be free tours of the man-

sion. We will also be debuting the placement of the 1884 stone, our self-guided tours, and the Clio Chilcot painting.

June 8, Sunday at 2 pm

More Lasting than Bronze: Herman Melville and the Poetry of the Civil War
Presented by Robert Madison
Learn how American poets saw and wrote about heroism, tragedy, hope and despair.

June 25, Wednesday at 6 pm

Downtown Granite Tour
If you have not been able to attend our downtown tour, you are in for a treat. Come after work and bring a friend. Meet on the esplanade
in Wilcox Park.

July 8, Tuesday at 6 pm
The Old Town Plot, the Witch and More

Our new summer cemetery tour will include some one-of-a-kind features of River Bend. This tour may include a bit more walking than
previous tours. Rain date will be Thursday, July 10.

August 7, Thursday at 6 pm
The Old Town Plot, the Witch and More

River Bend Cemetery,
If you missed this tour in July, now is your chance. This is a repeat and may require a bit more walking than our previous tours. Rain date is
August 12.

August 13, Wednesday at 6 pm

Downtown Granite Tour
If you have missed our downtown tours, you are in for a treat. Bring a friend and grab dinner afterwards. Meet at the Wilcox Park
Esplanade.

October 19, Sunday at 2 pm

James G. Batterson: Granite, Marble and More
James G. Batterson started his life as a son of a stone-cutter and went on to become so much more. Come learn about Batterson’s
work in Westerly and beyond presented by his great-great-granddaughter Ashley Hanson.

November 16, Sunday at 2 pm

The “Heroic Age” of Exploration in Antarctica
Presented by Richard Wolak
It was more than 70 years after Antarctica was first sighted in 1820 that mankind finally began to explore the continent in 1892. The
subsequent 30-year period is often referred to as the Heroic Age in Antarctica, a time of initial winter habitation and audacious treks
inland toward the South Pole. This talk will provide an overview of that historic period with particular emphasis on the most mean-
ingful and well-known of these early expeditions.

Unless otherwise indicated, all programs are at the Carriage House.
Free for members: $5.00 for not-yet members
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2025 Open House
Saturday, May 24
2-5 pm

Short Program at 2 pm--History of the Smith Granite Company Store

Dedication of the 1884 Stone

Clio Chilcot Painting and Story

Self-Guided Tours
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BABCOCK-SMITH HOUSE MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS in 2025

Individual: $35 Free admission to museum and most programs, newsletters, and 10 percent discount at Joshua’s Store.

Family: $60 Individual benefits plus invitation to a special children and adult program.

Historian: $100-$249 Family benefits plus invitation to one special-topic guided museum/granite tour.

Custodian: $250-5499 Historian benefits plus invitation to one special-topic program at museum or local offsite location.
Curator: $500-$999 Same as Custodian.

Conservator: $1,000-5$2,499 Same as Curator plus one copy of Built From Stone upon request for new membership at this level.
Preservationist: $2,500-$4,999 Same as Conservator plus Candlelight Dinner for ten people.

Benefactor: $5,000+ Same as Preservationist.

Memberships are for the calendar year. Benefits will be for the entire calendar year or the portion of the year after joining.
Special topic programs/tours are offered for a limited number of attendees and reservations are required. Some events may occur
only once during the year.

Acknowledgment Name 4 e b —

Address e an
Email ) b4 S A Ny __ Phone =
Enclosed is my check, payable to Babcock-Smith House Museum, for membership level:

] $35 Individual _ | $100-249 Historian LJ $500-999 cCurator Ll $2,500-4,999 Preservationist

L] $60 Family $250-499 Custodian [ ] $1,000-2,499 Conservator L] $5,000 and above Benefactor

_| Please send me information about the Candlelight Dinner for 10
|| I prefer to be mailed a printed newsletter

] My donation will be matched by

Mail to: Babcock Smith-House Museum, Attn: Ellen Madison, 124 Granite Street, Westerly, R 02891
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A New Experience Trustees

Self-guided tours are coming in addition to two regularly-
scheduled guided tours on Thursday mornings at 10 and Sat-
urday afternoon at 3. Guests will be able to begin their tour as
soon as they arrive and can spend as much or as little time as
their schedule or interest permits.

A friendly host will greet
guests with an invitation to
explore the granite exhibit.
Hosts will also give general
information and a floor
plan of the museum with a
suggested route.

Front row: | tor Ed Fazio, Linda Chaffee Smith, John Coduri, Ellen
Madison. Back row : Susan Sullivan Brocato, Maureen Bjorkland, Tom
Gulluscio, and Andrew Rogers, Chair. Missing are Hugh Barton, Betty-Jo

The wall panels in the Cugini, and Jackie Smith.

Gertrude Smith Room
provide the background of
both the house and the two
families whose histories

are so closely tied to the
property. Stands throughout provide information about each
room and its contents.

We welcome John Coduri’s return to the Board.

Town Games
The History of Sports in Westerly

Sports often bring a community together and Westerly is no excep-
tion. This special exhibit contains artifacts from the Westerly Histori-
cal Society’s collections which showcase the town’s rich sporting
history.

Video cameras will enable the host to monitor the guests' well-
being and progress. The host will be happy to try to answer

questions or refer the question to be answered later. Among the items that will be displayed are uniforms, scorecards,

programs, and photographs from the mid-19th century to the mid-
20th century.

Pl dtryth tem. W I -
ease come and try the new system. We welcome your sugges Exhibit runs through October 30, 2025

tions and feedback.

Hours J K
The Saturday of Memorial Day weekend — October 31: / \

Saturdays 2 -5 pm .
July, August & September: [n Memorlam

Thurs —Sun, 2 -5 pm

Closed July 4th Docents
Guided Tours:
Thursdays 10 am and Saturdays 3 pm SMSCU’Z Hayes and Jon BabCOCk

Tours year-round by special request N f
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Jacquelyn A. Smith

Resident Manager
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Post Office Mural Update High Tech in the Colonial Mansion

The Westerly Sun on March 30 featured a front page article by
Nancy Burns-Fusaro on the Westerly Post Office Mural Mystery.
Ellen Madison researched the mystery and presented a program
several years ago at the museum. Mary Weiss is trying to drum
up enthusiasm for having a reproduction mounted somewhere
in town. She has worked closely with the Wolfsonian Museum
in Florida which owns the 12’ by 6’ original mural of the granite
industry and has recently given attention to our local story.

Steve Spiegel from ASP Alarm Security Protection Co. of Water-
ford, CT went from basement to attic in order to install the
recorder, wiring and cameras in an aesthetic fashion--not detract-
ing from the colonial home. Trustees have been trained in use

of the system and the possibility of monitoring from a phone or
offsite laptop.




