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 Patricia Hval Retires 
Patricia Hval’s announcement of her retirement after twenty 
years as resident manager of the Museum came as a bittersweet 
moment at the September Trustees meeting as we were celebrat-
ing her “significant” birthday.  Actually, this is the second time 
that Patricia has left us because she worked for 7 ½ years earlier 
in her career to care for the museum building and its collections.

Patricia has been an invaluable member of the BSH Museum 
team, working closely for many years with Ike Smith when he was 
“a young and hearty” man filled with “ideas and energy.”  One 
of her fondest memories is sitting under an imposing maple tree 
with Ike and his wife Gertrude and listening to Ike’s stories.  “He 
was the best storyteller I ever met.”

She also fondly remembers the evenings in the softly-lit museum 
when members of the Westerly Historical Society and the Mu-
seum shared a cup of wassail while listening to the gentle strains 
of Christmas music played by a harpist.  Juxtaposed with those 
memories of a sedate evening is the memory of Docent Mary 
Cool, baton raised high, leading a group of girls at an American 
Girl Doll Tea singing at the tops of their lungs as they marched 
around the grounds.

During her tenure, the job grew from resident caretaker to 
resident manager.  In addition to keeping the brass candlesticks 
gleaming and the mouse traps empty, Patricia took over schedul-
ing events and rentals in the Carriage House, reporting monthly 
at the Board meeting as to the state of the mansion, and sharing 
both her innovative ideas and her concerns.  

Rhode Island Sampler Programs For Two Audiences
Adult Program: 

This Needlework of Mine:  
Historic Samplers in Rhode Island

  Sunday, June 4,  2-3:30 pm 
Carriage House

Children’s Program:
 Sampling History’s Mysteries

Saturday, May 13, 10am-12pm
Carriage House

Program designed for children in K-6, but all are wel-
come.  Pre-registration required; call 401-315-2768.

Come learn how objects such as schoolgirl samplers can 
be used to understand the lives of young children long 
ago.  Hands-on activities will include making a book-
mark with cross-stitched initials and solving the mystery 
of Clarissa.

These programs are offered as part of the South County Sampler 
Initiative funded by the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities.

 Last fall  people brought in samplers to be docu-
mented as part of the South County Sampler Initia-
tive. This program will share the findings of that 
documentation and explore the history of schoolgirl 
samplers.

Samplers from the Museum will be on display and audience mem-
bers are again encouraged to bring in their samplers to share.

She survived the building of 
the addition to the Carriage 
House, often being on site to 
open doors for the contrac-
tors. Candlelight Dinners in 
the mansion could never 
have been such a successful 
fund-raiser unless Patricia 
had willingly let the docents 
take over her kitchen and 
parlor for the evening.  With 
her knowledge of antiques 
and collectibles gleaned from 
owning her business, Fine 
Consignments, she helped 
price innumerable objects for sale at the Christmas Bazaar.  
Often she gave tours of the mansion to out-of-state Babcock 
descendants who wandered around until they found her door.

Patricia lived her passion for protecting the environment by 
installing a composter and creating her superlative raised 
garden beds outside her door.  Her vegetable and flowers, 
especially her hollyhocks, were the envy of all who saw them 
and Patricia shared them freely.  Her Yorkshire terriers, first 
Bishop and then Blake, shared their exuberant affection with 
all of us. Probably one of the things we most appreciated  was 
rescuing us when we inadvertently set off an alarm.

We celebrated Patricia’s birthday with fabulous lemon and 
raspberry cupcakes (pictured with Patricia) made by treasurer 
Maureen Bjorkland. We wish Patricia and Blake not only many 
more birthdays, but also fulfillment in their next adventure.  
We will miss you, Patricia, but we are all the better for having 
had you with us for so many years—twice.
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Thank You to Our 2016 Docents, Members and Sponsors
 Docent

	
Sandra Abbott
Jean Aiello
Dianne Babcock
Jon Babcock
Chad Babcock
Donn Barclay
Meg Barclay
Mildred Beam
Ida Benson
Barbara Birch
Jacqueline Brennan
Dwight C. Brown, Jr.
Mary Brunelle
Wanda Butler
Linda Chaffee
Mary Cool
Barbara Cotton
Marjorie Duerr
Carol Fazio
Ed Fazio
Ann Frink
Dorothy Gallagher
Susan E. Hayes
Claire Hofer
Frances Kelly
Mary Keniston
Catherine Larsh
John Leach, Jr.
Brenda Linton
Carolyn G. Longolucco
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.
Mary Ann McCarty
Donna Kessel Mills
Mary Mitchell
Barbara Monahan
Nancy Penhallow
Joseph Potter
Carol Potter
Tally Sardelli
Valerie Sayles
Linda Schackner
June Silvestri
Anthony Gallup Smith
Gertrude Smith
Elaine Steidle
Audrey Thorp
Janice Tunney
Barbara Weaver
Sharon Wright

 Individual ($25-$49)

Elizabeth J. Anderson
Hope Greene Andrews
Monica L. Bailey
Barbara Barber
Erastus H. Benn, Jr.
Hope Benn
Hildegard J. Berchielli
Maria Bernier
Robert R. Blinn
Susan Brodie
Dwight C. Brown, Jr.
Jane Buffum
Mrs. Thomas C. Burke
Judith Carson
George Champlin
Marie Clark
Sally A. Cuda
Eva Despres
Alberta Devine
Kate Dimancescu
Judith Dobbrow
Frederick Eckel, Jr.
Edith Eglin
Barbara Finizio
Midge Frazel
Ann E. Cilley-Frink
Sandra Grasso
Joan Grinnell
Thomas J. Gulluscio
Winnie Hamilton
Sandra Hayden-Henry
Katherine Hendren
Leslie J. Herman
Patricia Hval
Michael L. Jones
Frances W. Kelly
Rose Aileen Koretski
Dawn LaFleur
Charles McGrath III
Margaret A. Moore
Frances A. Muller
Frances Myszka
Sanford Neuschatz
Maureen Nolan
Lynn Radke
David M. Rathbun
Shan Rice
Kathleen Richards
Irene L. Rieder
Kelli Rocherolle

Daniel Schofield
Jacquelyn Scott
Charlene Senical
Susan M. Sewall
Annabel E. Sherwood
Elizabeth M. Smith
Lucille Sposato
Edith Chaudoin Stahlberger
Dan Steiner
Nicholas Stenhouse
Mary M. Thacher
Audrey Thorp
Jean R. Victor
Jane Whyte
Hon. Frank J. Williams
Barbara Wright

Family ($50-$99)
	
Dennis and Leigh Algiere
Thomas and Sandra Avery
Mr. and Mrs. James Babcock
Timothy and Amy Babcock
Bill and Judy Babcock
Ruth and James Barnes
David and Deborah Bell
Jeffrey and Christina Benson
Glen and Joan Berwick
The Bruce Brawley Family
Bill and Scotty Breed
Frank and Donna Celico
Thurlow and Meredith Coats
James and Patricia Collins
George Comolli
Kate Corbett and KC Crandall
Cassandra and David Crandall
Francis “Sam” and Carolyn Crowley
David and Lorraine Devault
Norm and Mildred Dion
William and Sharron Ferguson
Richard and Cheryl Ferris
Dr. and Mrs. Tobias Goodman
Elise and Peter Griffin
John and Sandra Gulino
Buzz and Debbie Haggerty
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Hatfield
Barbara Lloyd and Samuel Hayes
Barbara and Harry Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Larry J. Hirsch
Roberta Mudge Humble
Helen Jankoski
Charles and Michele Jones

Diane and Samuel Joslin
James and Fran Knapp
Barbara and George LaFrance
Briggs Larkin and Phil Fitzpatrick
Stephen and Mary Jane Lombardi
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Lundgren
Girard Lynn
Ms. Carol Maynard
Mr. and Mrs. Lido J. Mochetti
John and Barbara Monahan
David and Elizabeth Panciera
Phil and Sally Panciera
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Parrilla
Arthur and Helen Pendleton
Jane Perry and Joe Paliotta
Eugenia and Doug Rayner
Andrew and Jennifer Ross
Tom and Elizabeth Santoro
Eunice R. Schonning
Bill and Judy Shiller
Arthur and Angela Smith
Nicholas J.  Stahl
Patricia and Robert Thompson
Diana and Neil Thorp
Lois Vars
Denise Volinsky
Carolyn and Edward White

Historian ($100-$249)
	
Ada and Whitney Addington
Ripley and Sharon Anderson
Mark and Christine Babcock
Richard and Teri Babcock
Sandra Christy Barkley
Sheilia and Tom Beattie
Ellen L. Bell
Bob and Ida Benson
Harry and Maureen Bjorkland*
Joseph and Susan Brocato*
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Cugini
John and Virginia Currie
Robert and Marsha Denesha
Marjorie H. Duerr
Marilyn Dwyer
David and Marcia Erskine
Christa Gardner
Karin and Hayward Gatch
Jane and Francis Gencarelli
Mary and Walter Gray
Betty-Jo Cugini* and Stephen M. 
Greene*
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Charles and Jane Holdredge
Marianne C. Holly
The Rt. Rev.  David B. Joslin
Katherine Bell Krystinik
John and Carol Leach
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Leadbetter
John and Brenda Linton
John W. Macomber
John and Rosalie Maxham
Charles and Barbara Mehringer
Joanna Burkhardt and Michael 
Wakefield
Mary G. Mitchell
Henry J. Nardone
Kathy C. Niles
Anthony and Rosealba Pagano
Helen R. Previty
Mr. and Mrs. David Sayles
Ms. Krista Lynn Smith
Geraldine Spillane
Elaine Bookataub Steidle
Jan and Walter Virginski
Thomas and Sharon Wright
 

Custodian ($250-$499)
	
Mary Lee and Leonard Arfer
Mr. and Mrs. Donn J. Barclay
James and Jean Crowley
Samuel and Kimberly French
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Kirby
Mrs. Carolyn G. Longolucco
John and Karin McCormick FDTN
Susan F. Morris
David and Miriam Prigmore
Gertrude E. Smith
Stanton and Diane Terranova
Janice B. Tunney
Mr. and Mrs. William Blunt White

Curator ($500-$999)	

William and Jacqueline Brennan*
Barbara Coduri Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Coduri
Joseph H. and Carol J. Potter
Drs. Thomas P. and Cynthia Sculco

*Trustees

Conservator ($1000-$2499)
	
Ken and Linda Chaffee*
Carol and Ed Fazio*
Deborah and Chuck Royce
Mr. and Mrs. A. Michael Slosberg

Preservationist ($2500+)
	
Hugh A. Barton
Julie and John Coduri*
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.*

Sponsors

Ashaway Charitable Trust
Lathrop Insurance Agency
Ca-Gin Concrete, Inc.
Northeast Temperature Control, Inc.
The Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Quonochontaug Historical Society
Pleasant Acres Florists
Maxson Automatic Machine, Co.
Murano Masonry, Inc.
R. W. Richins, Inc.

1734 Society
A special thanks to those who have remembered the  

Babcock-Smith House Museum in their estate planning.
John B. Coduri*

Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.*
Henry Nardone

Janice Berchielli Tunney

Our thanks extend to all our members who have contrib-
uted their time, talent and other gifts to the Babcock-Smith 
House Museum.  We have made every attempt to make the 
membership list accurate as of January 2017. Please inform 

us of any errors.

Become a Member
Mail to:  Babcock-Smith House Museum, c/o 
Ellen Madison, 149 South Woody Hill Road, 
Westerly, RI 02891
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The Mystery Is Solved

Are our faces ever red!  Here’s the story behind the mystery of 
the plaster model in the last newsletter.

While planning her Western trip, Linda Chaffee decided to 
check the location of the only known Westerly granite monu-
ment in Wyoming.  She discovered that the monument had 
been cut using the very same plaster model.  And, much to our 
chagrin, the marker is shown on page 193 of our book.  In our 
defense, the plaster model is of the decorative part only and 
there is lettering above and below.

 The marker, dedicated to Packard Motor Company President 
Henry B. Joy, the first president of the Lincoln Highway As-
sociation, is presently located east of Laramie in the Summit 
Rest Area.   

In 1912, railroads dominated interstate transportation.  Roads 
were primarily for local use, but support for a system of 
improved interstate highways had been growing.  On July 1, 
1913, the Lincoln Highway Association (LHA) was established 
“to procure the establishment of a continuous improved high-
way from the Atlantic to the Pacific, open to lawful traffic of all 
description without toll charges.”1 The first goal of the LHA was 
to build the highway from Times Square to Lincoln Park in San 
Francisco, a total of 3,389 miles.

The second goal was to use the Lincoln Highway as a model 
for highways which would benefit agriculture and commerce 
and be a credit to the American people. Henry Joy served as its 
first  president and considered the Lincoln Highway his most 
significant achievement.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Federal Aid Highway 
Act of 1938, calling for a report on the feasibility of a system of 
transcontinental toll roads which would lead to the creation of 
the Interstate Highway System.

A nationwide radio broadcast on July 3, 1938, featuring inter-
views with LHA officials, marked the 25th Anniversary of the 
Lincoln Highway. Carl Fisher said that

the Lincoln Highway Association has accomplished its 
primary purpose, that of providing an object lesson to 
show the possibility in highway transportation and the 
importance of a unified, safe, and economical system of 
roads. . . .  Now I believe the country is at the beginning 
of another new era in highway building (that will) create 
a system of roads far beyond the dreams of the Lincoln 
Highway founders. I hope this anniversary observance 
makes millions of people realize how vital roads are to 
our national welfare, to economic programs, and to our 
national defense . . . .

Mrs. Henry B. Joy ordered this monument as part of the 25th 
anniversary celebration.  Isaac Gallup Smith Sr., Chaffee’s grand-
father, designed the bas relief pictured.  The monolith, with its 
stippled shaft made from red Westerly granite, measures 2 ft 10 
in x 1 ft 6 in x 8 ft 6 in.  It was originally set at the site of one of 
Joy’s favorite camping spots along the Lincoln Highway in Wyo-
ming’s Great Divide Basin west of Rawlings, where he had seen 
at beautiful sunset and expressed a desire to be buried there.  
That didn’t happen, but his family did place the monument 
there following his death in 1936.  The monument was moved 
in 2001 to protect it from increasing vandalism. 

In its time, the Lincoln Highway became the nation’s premier 
highway, as well-known as U.S. 66 was in its day and as I-80 and 
I-95 are today. Even though it never quite measured up to the 
dreams of its founders as one continuous highway, it was a mar-
vel in itself and helped spur the nation’s highway development. 

1.  Richard F. Weingroff, The Lincoln Highway, 11/18/2015, http://www.fhwa.
dot.gov/infrastructure/lincoln.cfm.

Help Us Update Our New Program
We have been working to convert our membership data to a 
new program that is the standard for museum management.  
Like all computer updates, there will be glitches.  Please inform 
us of any errors in your information.


