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Memorial (left) for Henry Lippitt,
Governor of the State of Rhode
Island from 1875-1877.

Details (above)

The Lintons’ View from
the Vault

One of the many enduring things that Docent and
Trustee lke Smith painstakingly completed was entering the
information from twenty-two Smith Granite order books into
a computer which created a working database: his entries in-
cluded the name on the stone, its location, the type of monu-
ment, the men who worked on it, what they did and how
much they were paid. It took him years to finish; but with
that information readily available, most monuments, memo-
rials, buildings and commemorative statues can be tracked
and verified. For several years, Linda and Ken Chaffee and
my husband John and | have been chasing these stones.

In 2015 we spent three afternoons in Stonington CT
photographing monuments in Evergreen and Saint Mary’s
Cemeteries, as well as the town hall, the former high school
and the former Baptist church steps. An additional three
afternoons in Mystic and Old Mystic CT found us at The Elm-
grove and St. Patrick’s Cemeteries, Mystic Seaport, the Mystic
River Bank, Mystic Water Department, and The Civil War
Soldier. While in Miami FL we went downtown in search of
two buildings ... one was gone; but the Arcade, built at the
height of the Florida Land Grab for $11,000, was still there.
Urban blight had taken its toll, but we found the imprint of
the sign as well as some of the granite used.

Recently, Linda Chaffee and Ellen Madison received
permission to take pictures of Westerly granite in Swan
Point, a private Providence Rl cemetery where the Smith
Granite Company placed approximately 250 stones. One
afternoon last fall, we used the information from Books
One (1881-1882) and Two (1883-1884) to locate some of
the most exquisite works we have seen.

Another vault task is completed. Susan Sullivan
Brocato, whose family owned and ran The Sullivan Gran-
ite Company, and | have been reviewing and organizing
pictures, newspaper articles, advertisements, and other
documents. This three-volume collection is stored in the
vault. Organizing the material relating to The Bonner
Monument Company is our next project.

A huge word of thanks to the current Babcock-
Smith Board of Trustees who provided better lighting and
an automatic dehumidifying system in the vault, thus
making our working conditions much more comfortable.

Submitted by Brenda Linton
Granite Archivist

“This Is Yours”

Recently, the Westerly Public Library received a
substantial grant to help preserve and share its special
collections. Dan Snydacher gathered a group represent-
ing various community organizations to collaborate in
forming an overall plan. John Coduri and Ellen Madison
are representing the museum. An offshoot of these meet-
ings was the opportunity for Blanche Higgins, assistant
town planner, and Dan to take a personalized tour with
Ed Fazio and Ellen of the items on permanent loan from
the library. Our visitors did not hear the standard spiel
about granite or the Babcocks—or even about the archi-
tectural details of the house.

“That painting of Stillmanville is yours. This red
granite table is yours. This banister-back chair that Yale is
going to borrow is yours.” And so it went as we pushed
on relentlessly—through the exhibit, the vault, and the
museum itself. What resulted was a greater apprecia-
tion on everyone’s part that we need to celebrate each
other’s strengths. What the library could not display and
share easily with the public, we can. We also have a his-
tory of working with the Westerly Armory, sharing with
them artifacts which more appropriately belong there.
This is community cooperation at its best.
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DOCENT

Sandra Abbott
Jean Aiello

Dianne Babcock
Jon Babcock

Chad Babcock
Tim Babcock
Donn Barclay

Meg Barclay
Mildred Beam

Ida Benson
Barbara Birch
Bruce Brawley
Jacqueline Brennan
Dwight C. Brown
Mary Brunelle
Ronald Brunelle
Wanda Butler
Linda Chaffee
Mary Cool
Barbara Cotton
Judith Dobbrow
Marjorie Duerr
Carol Fazio

Ed Fazio

Ann Frink
Dorothy Gallagher
Susan E. Hayes
Claire Hofer
Frances Kelly
Catherine Larsh
John Leach

Carol Leach

Patti Leach

Brenda Linton
Carolyn G. Longolucco
Ellen L. Madison
Mary Ann McCarty
Donna Kessel Mills
Mary Mitchell
Barbara Monahan
Patty Oat

Nancy Penhallow
William Penhallow
Joseph Potter

Thank you to our

Carol Potter
Tally Sardelli
Valerie Sayles
Linda Schackner
June Silvestri
Greta Slesiona
Anthony Gallup Smith
Gertrude Smith
Amy Smith
Elaine Steidle
Audrey Thorp
Janice Tunney
Barbara Weaver
Alex Williams
Sharon Wright

INDIVIDUAL ($25-$49)

Arlene Aceto

Dennis Algiere
Elizabeth J. Anderson
Karen Balko

Barbara Barber

Hope Benn

Cordalie Benoit
Hildegard J. Berchielli
Maria Bernier

Jane Buffum

Wanda Butler

Judith Carson

Donna Celico
Eleanor Cote

Arthur M. Cottrell III
Sally Cuda

Eva Despres

Alberta Devine

Anne Doyle

Dr. J. Joseph Edgette
Barbara Finizio
Lonnie Foberg

Ann E. Cilley- Frink
Sandra Grasso
Michael Grillo
Cecelia Bookataub Grills
Joan Grinnell

Calvert Groton

Docents, Members and Sponsors

Thomas J. Gulluscio
Winnie Hamilton
Susan L. Hathaway
Marianne C. Holly
Roberta Mudge Humble
Michael L. Jones
Frances W. Kelly
Nancy S. Klotz
Rose Aileen Koretski
Linda Lavalee
Nancy Lewis
Stephen Lombardi
Marguerite R. Long
John Monroe
Margaret A. Moore
Frances A. Muller
Frances Myszka
Maureen Nolan
Katherine Nolan
Lynn Radke

Laurie Rayner

Shan Rice

Kathleen Richards
Shirley Richardson
Daniel Schofield
Susan M. Sewall
Annabel E. Sherwood
Margo Sisco
Angela Smith
Elizabeth M. Smith
Nicholas Stenhouse
Kathie Sylvia
Audrey Thorp

Jean R. Victor

Rose Marie Weston

FAMILY ($50-$99)

Calvin and Meleta Babcock
Edith E. Babcock

Ruth and James Barnes
David and Deborah Bell
Glen and Joan Berwick
The Bruce Brawley Family
Bill and Scotty Breed

2015

Bill and Diane Brown

Thurlow and Meredith Coats
Judith Colucci

Cassandra and David Crandall
Francis “Sam” and Carolyn Crowley
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Cugini
John and Virginia Currie

Lucy, Bill and Jennifer Davis
Harvey and Jeanne DeMovick, Jr.
David and Lorraine Devault
Norm and Mildred Dion
Joseph and Joyce Dionne
Edith Eglin

David and Marcia Erskine
William and Sharron Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gibney
Patricia Grande

Ms. Elise Griffin

John and Sandra Gulino

Buzz and Debbie Haggerty
Kay P. Hirsch

Richard C. Holliday
Jacqueline and William Hutcheon
James and Fran Knapp
Katherine Krystinik

Barbara and George LaFrance
Briggs Larkin and Phil Fitzpatrick
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Leadbetter
Lois and William Mason

Ms. Carol Maynard

Mr. and Mrs. Lido J. Mochetti
John and Barbara Monahan
David and Elizabeth Panciera
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Parrilla
Arthur and Helen Pendleton
Jane Perry and Joe Paliotta
Eugenia and Doug Rayner
Andrew and Jennifer Ross

Mr. and Mrs. David Sayles
Eunice R. Schonning

Bill and Judy Shiller

Ms. Krista Lynn Smith

Dan and Michele Steiner
Richard and JoAnn H. Sullivan
Patricia and Robert Thompson
Mary and Seth Tulman
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HISTORIAN ($100-$249)

Ada and Whitney Addington
Ripley and Sharon Anderson
Mary Lee and Leonard Arfer
Mark and Christine Babcock
Sandra Christy Barkley

Sheilia and Tom Beattie

Ellen L. Bell

Bob and Ida Benson

Harry and Maureen Bjorkland*
Joseph and Susan Brocato*

Mrs. Janet M. Burke

Melanie Waters Degler

Pat and Suzanne Doherty
Marjorie H. Duerr

Marilyn Dwyer

Christa Gardner

Mary and Walter Gray

Betty-Jo Cugini* and Stephen Greene*
Charles and Jane Holdredge

The Rt. Rev. and Mrs. David B. Joslin
Mrs. Lillias T. Lane

Peter and Terry Lang

John and Carol Leach

Matthew and Florence Lewiss
John and Brenda Linton

Susan and Tom Lloyd

John and Mary Macomber

Mr. and Mrs. Merton L. Matthews
John and Rosalie Maxham

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mehringer

Mary G. Mitchell
Joseph and Brenda Nigrelli
Kathy C. Niles
David and Miriam Prigmore
Isaac & Gertrude Smith
Jeffrey and Amy Smith
Anthony Gallup Smith and
Donna Mills
Janice B. Tunney
Mr. and Mrs. Walter B. Virginski
Mr. and Mrs. William Blunt White

CUSTODIAN ($250-$499)

Mr. and Mrs. Donn J. Barclay

James and Jean Crowley

Samuel and Kimberly French

Mrs. Carolyn G. Longolucco

John and Karin McCormick Foundation
Stanton and Diane Terranova

Ronna and Thomas Whitten

CURATOR ($500-$999)

Hugh A. Barton

William and Jacquelyn Brennan*
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Coduri
Susan F. Morris

Joseph H. and Carol J. Potter

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Sculco

CONSERVATOR ($1,000-$2,499)

Barbara Coduri Brooks

Ken and Linda Chaffee*

Carol and Ed Fazio*

Deborah and Chuck Royce

Mr. and Mrs. A. Michael Slosberg

PRESERVATIONIST ($2500+)

Julie and John Coduri*
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.*

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Ashaway Charitable Trust
The Pfizer Foundation

Matching Gifts Program
Pleasant Acres Florists

* Trustees

Our thanks extend to all our members who
have contributed their time, talent and
other gifts to the Babcock-Smith House
Museum. We have made every attempt
to make the membership list accurate as
of January 2016. Please inform us of any
errors.

Become a Member

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—1

Name

Mail to: Babcock-Smith House Museum, c/o

Address

Membership Level: _ $25 _ $50 __ $100 __$250 _ $500 _ $1,000 _ $2.,500
Individual Family

Make checks payable to Babcock-Smith House Museum. Thank you.

I would like information on: ___ candlelight dinners for 12 ____including the Museum in my estate plan

l
l
l
| Phonenumber
l
l
l

My donation will be matched by

Ellen Madison, 149 South Woody Hill Road,
Westerly, RI 02891

L_____________________J



Page 4 www.babcocksmithhouse.org The Babcock-Smith House Museum

Upcoming Events

All events unless otherwise indicated are at the Carriage House, free for members and $5 to not-yet members.

Westerly Historical Society
Members’ Potluck and Research Sharing Event
January 31, Sunday 2 pm

The United Theater Project: History, Renovation, and Future
February 21, Sunday 2 pm Presented by Tony Nunes and Simon Holt from the
United Theater

Westerly Railroad Station; Rhode Island Railroads

March 6, Sunday 2 pm Presented by Joseph Coduri

“Rhode Island Railroad Depots,” recently published by Joseph Coduri, illustrates the rich
heritage which railroads played in the economic and social history of our state. Using
images from his post card collection, Joe provides a nostalgic and visual ride along
Rhode Island railroads.

Saving the Memory Day
March 13, Sunday 2 pm Presented by Robert Webb of Charter Oak Scanning

Two Watch Hill Families
April 10, Sunday 2 pm Presented by Jane Maxson and Cheryl Bamberg

Bonner Monument Company--A 20th Century Company

April 24, Sunday 2 pm Presented by John B. Coduri
John will share historic photos as he illustrates his talk about the Bonner Monument
Company. He will also show photographs of some of the many monuments produced at
the Ashaway Road shed.

A Local “History Detective”: Who was Mary Noyes Rogers?

May 15, Sunday 2 pm Presented by Charlene Senical
Upon the discovery in December 2003 of two 1938 Westerly Sun articles on the pass-
ing of Mary Noyes Rogers, initial research has culminated into a 10+ year journey of
undocumented Westerly and Pawcatuck history. This talk will focus on the probate
records of Ms. Rogers and the many discoveries made along the way.

Westerly — The First Years

June 12, Sunday 2 pm Presented by Meg Barclay
Using Westerly and Its Witnesses as her primary research material, Meg Barclay will
give an encore presentation of a program on the English settlement in Westerly from
1662 to about 1734 originally written by her father Stanton Saunders.

Victorian Secrets Formal Tea Party

June 29, Wednesday
Save the date! Stay tuned for more information about our exciting upcoming exhibit of
Victorian lingerie. This formal tea party will feature Patricia Perry, the popular historical
interpreter, as well as the usual delicious fare prepared by our docents.




