
Volume 6 Number 2 June 2010

The Babcock-Smith House Museum
Newsletter

Stone Chips Fly
Without a doubt, the 
stone cutting and 
splitting demonstra-
tion by Sam Capalbo 
and docent Bruce 
Brawley was the hit 
of the Open House 
held on May 29.  
The adults were just 
as fascinated as the 
children were as the 
four-foot stone came 
closer and closer to 
being split.  A sigh of 
relief and apprecia-
tion swept over the 
crowd as the stone 
fell cleanly apart.  

Some wonderful things were shared with us.  A payroll 
book from the Dixon Granite Company was brought in and 
we shall cross-reference those names with the names we 
already have.  In researching the company’s location, we 
used old maps to learn that Friendship Street (where Ag-
way presently is) was originally named Oak Street and the 
Dixon Granite Company was located north of that street.  

An ink blotter with an amazing photo of an elaborate Celtic 
cross produced by the Fraquelli and Brusa  was donated.  
Coincidentally, the members of the Granite Committee had 
just read a detailed description of that cross in some papers 
that Lido Mochetti had given us regarding a 1975 exhibi-
tion he had helped produce on Westerly’s granite industry.

A wonderfully-detailed marble bird scene sculpture carved 
by an itinerant sculptor, family photos, and biographical 
information delighted the information-gatherers.  Anything 
else?

The Westerly Public Library has lent us some fabulous wa-
tercolors of mausolea that were used as salesmen’s (aids, 
products, ……) and some examples of sandblasted and 
hand-carved lettering which will be on display this summer 
as well as a “find” in Maine by Dwight Brown of a pink 
Westerly granite stone carved on both sides, one show-
ing elaborate lettering and the other indicating that Calvin 

Coolidge’s monument was made of this particular stone. 
Gail Bonner has donated stencils and many plaster mod-
els which visitors enjoyed studying.

Martha Bowley made a cake of the Westerly Town Hall, 
one of the prominent buildings in downtown Westerly 
made of granite.  This facsimile did not have the staying 
power, however, of the original and was enjoyed by the 
visitor.

Michael Slosberg, owner of UBS, and Bob Denesha, 
who heads up the masonry department there, had 
brought in pallets of the different kinds of granite they 
sell and were responsible for setting up the entire stone 
demonstration.  They will have another exhibit on 
Saturday afternoon July ……..which will focus more on 
carving than on the cutting and splitting that this exhibit 
highlighted.  (We will also highlight this elsewhere)

We owe the success of this Open House to the series of 
articles now running in the Westerly Sun on Mondays.  
Soon the articles will be archived on our website, but 
will deliberately run about a month behind their origi-
nal publication.  We know that there are more granite-
related stories waiting to be told, so please dig into your 
family treasures and share with us.

Docent Bruce cutting stone at 
the 2010 open house

John Macomber, son Kevin and grandsons share 
pictures with museum archivist Linda Chaffee
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Doll Tea to feature connec-
tion to museum house

Could it be pos-
sible that Kirsten 
visited the Irish 
girl who worked 
for the Smiths in 
1854,  The very 
popular doll teas 
will be held twice 
this summer, on 
July 14 and August 
18, both Wednes-
days.  The power 
point presentation 
will make connec-

tions between the American Girl dolls, the people 
who lived in the museum house, and significant 
historical events.  There will also be a tour of the 
house to make these connections come alive. 
Joshua’s store will be open so that doting grand-
mother’s can buy a one-of-kind outfit.  Reser-
vations are a must and can be made by calling 
401-348-8178.

It is with deep regret that we acknowledge the sud-
den death of Dick Smith, who was wonderfully in-
volved with the granite project.  Dick brought us doz-
ens of pictures to scan, flooded us with emails, but, 
most of all, got in touch with folks who are now living 
out-of-town and 
got them involved 
with the granite 
series. Because of 
his involvement, 
they have also 
sent us pictures 
and information. 
He came to the 
Open House and 
loved what he saw 
with all the granite 
activity.  He lived to 
see only ten of the 
series published, 
but we know he 
is with us in spirit.  
He will be missed.
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