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A Garden in Stone

Cemeteries like River Bend have become a popular place to
walk — a pleasant, quiet, traffic-free place to get some
exercise. Perhaps a treasure hunt will add to your enjoyment,
because throughout the cemetery there is a garden carved in
stone. Here is a list of ten floral treasures for you to find.
Locations will appear next week.

Lizzie Borden (circa 1889).  Accused of killing her
father and stepmother with a hatchet on August 4,

1892, Borden (1860-1927) became the subject of one
of the most sensational trials in history. She was

acquitted, but remains infamous in folklore.
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Stone Chips

On removing large stones: “Oh, down at Sullivan’s you ought to see the pieces
of stone they used to get out of there. “… they wanted a hunk of stone … oh
hell, as wide as this house, let’s put it that way. They’d drill the holes here and
line up the holes and they’d put powder in there with a cap; then they’d touch
it off with a battery … and that powder would go ‘bump’ and it wouldn’t
damage your granite if you knew what you were doing and it’d push that darn
stone forward. Loosen it right off the bed and push it forward.”
Patsy Capizzano (b.1911) in an interview in 1983

In 1894, Lizzie Borden and her sister
Emma ordered a monument for their
parents. The Fall River Herald on
January 12, 1895 reported their visit
to the cemetery as the stone was
being set.   

“The stone was built by the Smith
Granite Company and the company’s
workmen set it in place, under the
supervision of Superintendent Morrill.
Emma and Lizzie Borden, children of
Andrew J. and Sarah A. Borden,
visited the cemetery while the men
were at work. A small knot of curious
spectators was hanging about at that
time. The sisters went to the cemetery

in their carriage.
They alighted to
view the work, Lizzie
glancing at the
stone, and
immediately re-
entering the
carriage. Emma
viewed it critically,
gave directions to
the workman, and
soon rejoined her
sister in the carriage,
leaving the cemetery
at once.

Documented Granite Workers

Coming

Next Week

Bonner Monument
Company

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com.

Pierce, Fred G.

Pierce, Frederick

Pierce, Rufus

Pierce, Wiliam

Pinardi, ?

Pinardi, Antonio

Pinardi, C. A.

Pinardi, Charles A.

Pinardi, E

Pinardi, Santino

Pinardi, Serverini

Pine, James

Pingelly, William

Pirardi, E.

Placido, Fassio

Poberts, David

Pollett, William

Pollette, James W.

Potter, J. Henry

Potter, Henry

Pozzi, Edward

Pratt, George

Prestini, C.

Priore

Purtill, William

Quinlan, Cornelius

Rae, George

Raleigh, James

Raleigh, Andrew

Randall, John P.

Randol, Tony

Rausch, Vic

Rawling, Charles

Ray, George

Read, Harry G.

Reagan, David

Clockwise, from above: The rose
symbolizes love and remembrance.

The lily of the valley symbolizes
innocence and humility. The passion
flower is symbolic of the last days of
Jesus and especially his crucifixion.

The poppy (left) symbolizes
consolation and eternal life.

Please keep in mind that cemetery personnel are occupied providing services to grieving families and may not be available to answer questions.

The lily (right) symbolizes
chastity, faith, and purity. 

Above, left to right: The iris symbolizes faith and hope. The daffodil symbolizes rebirth. A full bouquet of roses and lilies
combines symbols. Dogwood symbolizes the crucifixion.

The thistle (below), the national symbol of 
Scotland, represents the suffering of Christ.


