
Quarry Hill School

The neighborhoods on Quarry Hill grew as the granite business
thrived and the children of both newly-arrived immigrants and
native Yankees needed to be educated. Emeline Smith,
executrix of the estate of Orlando Smith, herself had four
school-aged children. During the Civil War, she became so
concerned about having a school nearby that she deeded to
the town of Westerly a plot of land to be used for a school. The
deed stipulated that the town would retain ownership of the
land as long as there was a school there. Quarry Hill was
designated as District #2. Initially the school had only one
room, but two subsequent additions made it a three-room
school. Children attended through grade six and then many went on
to high school. During the early years they attended high school at
the Academy on Union Street. In the early 1870’s, Elm Street School
(now St. Pius School) opened as a high school with three floors. Julia
Smith, Emeline’s daughter and Orlando Raymond Smith’s sister, was
in the first graduating class from the high school on Elm Street.

After World War Two, the town no longer had need of the school
and sold it to the American Legion for $1. Although this sale violated
the terms of the deed, the postwar period was not a time to fight the
American Legion. Later the Legion sold the land to be

developed
for business. Because
of the cloud on the deed,
the land could not be sold
until all the heirs of
Orlando Smith had signed
off. Presently the Rite-Aid
Drugstore is on the site of
the old Quarry Hill School
and the school is only a

memory.
Linda Smith Chaffee

High School on Elm Street 

At left: The first two
graduating classes
from the High School
on Elm Street
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401-596-2831
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Documented Granite Workers

This stonecutter’s
banker is a part of the
Granite Exhibit that was
in the Westerly Public
Library.

The banker, or work
bench, must be strong
enough to hold the
weight of the stone and
be stable enough to
take the abuse of the
pushing and pounding
of stone carving.

The stone on the
wooden horse below it shows how a stone would be set up for the stonecutter to work on. It is
“banked;” that is, placed in the proper position.

To measure surface flatness, two pair of winding (rhymes with “finding”) blocks were used (See
photo). These 2 1/2-inch high cast iron posts were placed on the granite block to be surfaced
with a straight edge on top of each pair. The stonecutter sighted across the two straight edges. If
the edges were parallel with each other, the stone was flat. If not,
more stone was taken off until the edges became parallel. When the
surface was flat, it was said to be “out of wind.” 

Stone Chips

On Quarry Hill School: All of the children [who] went to Quarry Hill School
would have an hour and a half for lunch. They would go home and get their
father’s dinner pail and take it to him in the quarry or the stone shed so that
he had a hot meal and then they would go home and have their lunch and go
back to school. 
Isaac G. Smith, Jr. (b.1922) in an interview in 1983
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The demand for civic memorials 

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com
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Local mason contractor Phil Murano used
Westerly Blue Granite to form arches and
window lintels at this house in
Westerly.  Each piece was hand
“dressed” in order to insure a
perfect fit. Arches require three
finished “faces” for each stone
and requires a lot of experience
and talent to properly form the stones.

United Builders Supply, along with the Babcock-Smith House Museum
and The Westerly Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing the
heritage of the Westerly Granite industry back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply Co., Inc. is excited to be able to offer these
historic granites, a treasure from the past, to the marketplace again.
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Students at Quarry Hill School circa 1885
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Receipt for $13.00 for the tuition of Julia Smith to pay for the
last semester of her senior year in high school.


