
These are the
capitals on the
five engaged
columns at the
original main
entrance of
the Westerly
Public Library.
The five
columns are not
free standing but
rather are partly
embedded in the
wall of the building.
They were cut from
a single piece of
stone. Likewise the
five stylized
Corinthian capitals
on each side of the
door are cut from
one stone.  The
arch is composed
of several pieces of granite. Each of these pieces includes part of every tier of the archway -each
with detailed carved moldings. The challenge was to cut the stone to the proper dimension to fit
precisely to form the several tiers of the arch and to carve the moldings on each tier to match
and give the impression of continuity. This majestic doorway was cut by the New England
Granite Works from red Westerly granite.

The Memorial and Library Association of Westerly was established in 1892 to commemorate the
volunteer soldiers and sailors who fought in the Civil War. The library opened in 1894 because of
the initiative of local industrialist-inventor Stephen Wilcox who donated the land and $25,000 to
be matched by citizens of the community. The granite details of the library are well worth taking
the time to study.
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Families Connected by Stone

In smaller communities, such as Westerly and Pawcatuck, families
are often brought together by a marriage. That was the case with two
families with deep roots in the Westerly granite industry - Coduri and
Marzoli.

Giovanni (John) Coduri, one of my paternal great grandfathers,
arrived in America in 1882 from the small town of Colico in the Lake
Como region of Italy. He was 35 years old at the time of his arrival.
His wife, Barbara and three sons, Carlo, Albino, and Giuseppe (my
grandfather Joseph) did not initially come with him as was the case
with many such immigrations. Later, a fourth son, Louis was born in
America. The family purchased a farm in Waterford, Connecticut in
1906 which remained as a home for some family members until
1955. The three older sons all eventually became stonecutters and
were drawn to the booming Westerly granite industry. 

Carlo Marzoli, my other paternal great grandfather, immigrated from
Arcisate, Italy on April 22, 1890 at the age of 29. He was a
stonecutter and in 1897 he began his employment with the Smith
Granite Company (worker #92). It was an easy walk to the Smith
Company facilities from his home at 28 John Street. In 1902, at the
age of only 15, his oldest child, son Joseph, also became a
stonecutter at the Smith Company (worker #103). His second-born, a
daughter, Antoinette, my paternal grandmother, met her future
husband, Joseph Coduri at a carnival near the Westerly Old Town
Hall. They were married on November 15, 1906. 

Eager to work for
themselves,
brothers-in-law
Joseph Coduri
(age 25) and
Joseph Marzoli
(age 20) in 1907
formed their own
stonecutting
company, Coduri
& Marzoli, and in
March of 1911
they entered into
a formal five-
year lease of a
granite cutting
shed on the east side of Granite Street, which was part of the already
well-established Smith Granite Company. At times, Coduri & Marzoli
received sub-contract work from Smith. Such was the case with the
Robert A. Gray Civil War Memorial in Groton, Connecticut. Coduri &
Marzoli were the statue cutters for this 1916 Smith Company
monument.

During the 100 years since the two families were initially brought
together, they have remained
closely connected, enjoying
birthday celebrations, school
graduations, weddings,
special holidays and family
reunions and drawn strength
from each other during times
of family loss, many from a
combination of tuberculosis
and granite-worker silicosis.

Two families, like so many
other granite industry
families, joined by a chance
social encounter, connected
by the Westerly Granite
Industry, solidified and
tested over time, remaining
“stone strong” long after the
granite heydays have
passed.
John B Coduri
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Documented Granite Workers

Stone Chips

As a child: “One day … I got into the modeling shed … I opened the door
and stepped in, you know. For some reason or another, I was all alone. And,
by God, I was just inside the door and there was a guy with a goddamn gun
with a spear on the end of it aimin’ it right at me! You oughta seen me
coming right out of the building, that shop! I never got in there again!
Scared the gizzards right out of me! I was nothing but a kid, see?” 
John Keena (b. 1885?) in an interview (in 1984?). John Coduri tells a similar story about being a
young boy and scared by the plaster model of the statue of Columbus inside his family’s shed.

Coming

Next Week

A Family’s Tragedies

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com
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John Coduri Family - 1922; seated - Barbara & John; standing, (l-r),
Joseph, Louis, Charles, Albino.

The original main entrance of the Westerly Public Library is a complex granite entryway.
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Joseph Coduri married Antoinette Marzoli in a quiet
wedding in New London, CT on November 15, 1906.
The bride wore a gown of cream colored silk. 

Carlo Marzoli Family - 1914; (l-r), Joseph, Antoinette, Carlo, Esterina, Prassede, Ergia & Dante

UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply is
excited to be able to offer these
historic granites, a treasure
from the past, to the
marketplace again.

United Builders Supply has many types of building stones available.
This picture shows a stone chimney using a mix of “Farm Stone
Wall” and “New England Fieldstone.” Local mason James Romanella
did this job.


