
Bagpipes and Curling Stones

The Scots came early to Westerly and were active in the shipbuilding
and transportation industries. It was, however, the granite industry
that drew most here in the nineteenth century from either Dalbeattie
or Aberdeen to work in local quarries. By 1885 almost ten percent of
the Westerly population claimed a Scottish birthplace. As late as 1910
the village of Bradford (known as Niantic) was described as “primarily
Scottish families.”  In 1896 Dalbeattie Granite Works operated in
Niantic with its office at 6 High Street. In town, the Scots settled
primarily on Granite Street and on Benefit Street, known as “Oatmeal
Alley” after the Scottish penchant for this food. 

Organizations such as the Caledonian Society and the Daughters of
Scotia met regularly to celebrate their Scottish ancestry. Every
January Scots would celebrate the birthday of the Scottish Poet
Robert Burns with the traditional piping in of the haggis, a dish
consisting of the heart, lungs, and liver of a sheep or calf, minced
with suet and oatmeal, seasoned with salt, pepper, and onions and
then boiled like a large sausage in the maw of the animal. In
Westerly, this event was held at the former Haversham Inn (most
recently My Mary’s) or at a local Scottish meeting place. 

What would a Scottish event be without the distinctive sound of the
bagpipes? In past years, two highland pipe bands could be seen at
local parades

commemorating
Veteran’s Day
and Memorial
Day. The
Westerly Pipe
Band, the oldest
known pipe band
in Westerly,
played in the
1920’s primarily
in band concerts
in Wilcox Park
and wore the
Clan Leslie
Tartan. The second band, the Westerly Kiltie Pipe Band, performed
in parades in Southeastern New England. Today both the Mystic
Highland Pipe Band and the Rhode Island Highlanders perform in
the area.

The ancient game of curling was a favorite sport of local Scots.
Curling is similar to shuffleboard on ice where the purpose is to get
as many stones as close as possible to the penny which is placed in
the center of the circle. Players use brooms to sweep away pieces of
ice in the way so the stone can travel farther. The game was born in

Scotland and, in the old days, men curled with 60 pound stones
(once made of iron) and women used 32 pounders. Today
everyone uses 44 pound stones made of granite. Stones that
were not brought over from Scotland were made in local
quarries. 
Thomas E. Wright
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Local Scott piper band circa 1920
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Scottish stonecutter Andrew Lowe carving a niche in a monument.
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Curling on Burden’s Pond.  Left to Right: Tom Wright, Russ Neagle.

Documented Granite Workers

Henry Bourne Joy (1864 -1936) was President
of the Packard Motor Car Company and a
major developer of automotive activities such
as the Indianapolis Speedway. He and his family
summered at Watch Hill. His daughter Helen
Joy Lee was a generous benefactor to several
organizations in Westerly.

He was one of the driving forces behind the
Lincoln Highway Association, a group dedicated
to building an improved hard surface road from
New York to San Francisco. A monument to him
was dedicated on July 2, 1939.

Conceived in 1912 and formally dedicated
October 31, 1913, the Lincoln Highway was
America’s first national memorial to President
Abraham Lincoln, predating the 1922 dedication
of the Lincoln Memorial by 9 years. The
success of the Lincoln Highway as an
inspiration to travel and as an economic boost
inspired many other long-distance roads.

Most significantly, the Lincoln Highway inspired
the National Interstate and Defense Highways
Act of 1956 which was championed by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Stone Chips

On temporary railcar lines in Bradford: “I can remember vividly if Sullivan hit a big
job, you know a huge piece of granite, they’d have to take and I don’t know how
the hell they got the flatcar up there, to tell you the truth. They’d put it on a flatcar
and build a temporary rail line from the stone … they’d bring it right on the street
here, they’d put on two or three sections, rail at a time and they built a moveable
railroad. It had to be fastened down ’cause it had this tremendously big stone on it.
That happened quite frequently here. They’d lay the rail long the street here, and,
of course, they had it all blocked up and then they’d take and move it ahead and
then take the rail up and move it ahead, kept moving it that way. Take off and piece
on. Take off and piece on. Right down here to the railroad. 
Thomas Barber (b. 1913) in an interview in 1984
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Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com

The Henry B. Joy Memorial stood on the Continental
Divide in Wyoming until being moved in 2001. It was
designed by Isaac Smith, Sr. and produced by the
Smith Granite Company from red Westerly Granite in
1939 for a cost of $750.
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UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply is
excited to be able to offer these
historic granites, a treasure
from the past, to the
marketplace again.

Many different types of stone can be found in southern Rhode Island.
“Rhode Island Round Mix” is a unique rounded stone that has many
uses. This mix was used for these entrance columns at a residence in
Westerly. Local mason contractor Harold Hefel combined Rhode Island
Round Mix  large and smaller stones to form these tapered columns.
Bluestone steps and pier caps complete the look. All material is
available from United Builders Supply.


