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Small Companies Replace the Giants

(1945-1995)

When the country emerged from the war in 1945, only a
fraction of what was a leading local industry remained.
Slowly, as a result of the effects of the Great Depression,

the 1938 Hurricane and World War II, almost all of the two-state
area granite companies ended their years of creating lasting
memorials and institutional buildings. Fraquelli & Brusa ceased
operation in the early 1950’s; The Smith Granite Company quarries
were sold in 1945 and its sheds were torn down in 1955 for the
construction of the Granite Street Shopping Plaza; the Sullivan
Granite Company closed in 1955 and the Joseph Coduri Granite
Company ended its Oak Street production operation in 1958 after
which its business became affiliated with the Bonner Monument
Company in Hopkinton until 1963. The Crumb Quarry in Bradford
was shut down in 1969 and the Westerly chapter of the stone
cutter’s union dissolved in 1981. The once great industry had
basically been reduced to immense quarry holes filled with stagnant
greenish water and sites littered with rusting wire ropes, chipstones
and great pieces of waste which had been cut away from finished
pieces.

For the next 30 years the Bonner Company, which closed in 1995,
Buzzi Memorials in Stonington, and the Comolli Granite Company in
Westerly were all that remained of this once thriving industry. For
brief periods both the Bonner and Comolli companies were able to

harvest small quantities of
Westerly blue-white granite
from some sections of the
former Sullivan property in
Bradford. 

However, three noteworthy
local granite products were
produced during this extended
period of modest operation. In
1949 the Columbus Statue in
Wilcox Park was carved at the
Joseph Coduri Granite
Company. In 1955, the St.
Pius X Church on Elm Street
was constructed partially with
granite donated by Angelo
Gencarelli from Smith Granite
property on Old Hopkinton
Road. Red granite from the

Murray Quarry in Pawcatuck was used for the church wall. Murray
stone had been used years earlier in the construction of the West
Broad Street School and the Westerly Armory. In 1978, Richard
Comolli, then working for the Bonner Company, carved from
Westerly blue granite, the Veteran’s Memorial on the Westerly side of
the Pawcatuck River Bridge. These may well be the last significant
contributions of local carvers of Westerly granite.
John B. Coduri
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Richard Comolli creating the Veterans’ Memorial.

The wall around the Saint
Pius X Church at 45 Elm
Street was built when the
Hoxie estate existed here.
It is made from red
granite from the Murray
quarry in Pawcatuck, CT.
New gates were cut to
complement the existing
wall when the church was
built on this site.

The Columbus statue was designed by Charles
Pizzano (pictured) and carved by Charles Gattoni;
the base was carved by Nicholas Verzillo, and the
globe by Andrew Anderson.

Donald Bonner, Tony Broccolo and Richard
Comolli setting the Veterans’ Memorial.
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Veteran’s Memorial on the Westerly side of the Pawcatuck River Bridge was produced by the
Joseph Coduri Granite Company from blue Westerly Granite. It was carved by Richard Comolli.

UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

A treasure from the past, United Builders Supply
is excited to be able to offer
these historic granites to the
marketplace again.

Westerly Granite is again being
used successfully in the region.

All masonry materials were
supplied by United Builders Supply Co., Inc.

This picture shows Westerly Blue granite being used as a pool coping
and infinity edge along with Westerly Pink veneer wall stone in new
construction of a home in Westerly. Each stone hand worked to
perfection by local mason Fred Lindsley.

Documented Granite Workers

Brown, Edward C.

Brown, James

Brown, John

Brown, P.

Brown, W.

Brown, William

Brucker, Frank

Bruner, Joseph

Bruner, P.

Brunie, William

Brusa, Angelo

Brusa, Constantin

Bruzza, ?

Brysa, Constantin

Btanchi, Frank

Buchanan, James

Buchanan, Robert G.

Buck, Charles A.

Bucklin, Harry

Buddington, John W.

Bunaldi, Charles

Bunovista, M.

Buonavitte, Michael

Burdick, Courtland

Burdick, Lenardo

Burdick, William A.

Burdick, Zack c.

Burk, George

Coming

Next Week

The granite business today.
(1995-present)

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com

Stone Chips

Regarding the skill progression in sharpening tools: “In sharpening you
graduated to the carver’s tools because they were the fussiest ones.
Everything had to be just so. Sometimes it was to their advantage that they
complained because it gave them a chance to get away from the stone and all
that stone dust. They would go and grind, sharpen, their own tools. By finding
fault with it, it would give them a chance to get away from it.”
Arthur Ferraro, who had been a tool boy and later sharpened tools for Dick Comolli’s father, in an
interview in 1984

On stonecutters: “When they used to go for lunch, they always had aprons,
always —- they’d put the apron over their stone. The apron used to practically
cover up their work. The only one who didn’t give a damn was Mr. Comolli.
He did beautiful work.”
Arthur Ferraro in an interview in 1984

B
S

H
 M

us
eu

m

The Saint Pius X Church
building itself is also
constructed from a several
varieties of Westerly granite
which was donated to the
church by Angelo Gencarelli.
The trim around the windows
is made from limestone.


