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Impressing the

Clients (1880-1900)

With high-society clients
accustomed to the very
best and with a product

that defined excellence, the Smith
Granite Company found it
desirable to upgrade its facilities
so that the company would make
a favorable impression on
perspective customers. Isaac
Smith, son of Orlando, was a very
successful salesman based in
Cleveland, Ohio who convinced
the company to erect a new
cutting shed in 1885 so that the
facilities did not look so primitive.
The new shed made the
appearance of the operation
reflect modern and efficient
processes and became a selling
point for salesmen like Isaac
Smith. 

Since the visiting customers were
often overnight guests at the
Babcock-Smith House, the Smith
home also need to reflect an air of
prosperity. In 1884 the house underwent
a Victorian renovation. The front hall
was extended outward to where it is
now and the lovely colonial doorway
was moved forward. The stained-glass
windows, currently part of the Carriage
House at the Museum, were added on
either side of the foyer. Further additions
included a second-floor balcony and a
porch that wrapped from the front
around to the south side of the house.
Even the outhouse was upscale. This
“two-holer” had not only plaster walls
and mahogany woodwork but even had
a stove for comfort during the winter
months.
Linda Smith Chaffee

Smith Granite Company circa 1893; Granite Street looking southeast.
The buildings left to right are 1. SGC office—shear poles to the rear;
2. Stonecutting Shed; 3. Polishing and Turning 

Shed—(formerly Hoxie Buick); 4. Engineering and Drafting Building
and 5. Statue Cutting Shed.

Side view of Albert Spargo’s house 55 School Street.

A view from the opposite direction. Smith Granite
Company circa 1893 on Granite Street, looking northeast.
The buildings from north (left) to south (right) were
1. Company Store at Granite and Tower—1884

(still standing) (not visible in photo);
2. Smith Granite Company office (barely visible)
3. Stone Cutters’ Shed—1885;
4. Polishing and Turning Shed (formerly Hoxie Buick);
5. Engineering and Drafting Building
6. Sculptors’and Statue cutters’ Shed

(the stone building in the foreground)

(above)
Bradley Mausoleum Mount Auburn Cemetery,
Cambridge, MA

(right)
Rheinstrom monument in the United Jewish Cemetery
in Cincinnati, OH
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Documented Granite Workers

UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

A treasure from the past, United Builders Supply
is excited to be able to offer
these historic granites to the
marketplace again.

Westerly Granite is again being
used successfully in the region.

All masonry materials were
supplied by United Builders Supply Co., Inc.

Westerly Pink in a recent restoration of a historic wall in Watch Hill. The
mason, Sam Cillino, integrated Westerly Pink with existing stones on
the site to restore the wall to its’ original splendor.

Albert Spargo, grandfather of Ralph Spargo,
lived at 55 School Street. He was a stone cutter
at the Smith Granite Company during the early
part of the twentieth century. Here are two of
the monuments which Albert Spargo cut some
of the stone.
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Stone Chips

At Sullivan’s quarry in Bradford a three day’s salary in 1934 was $13.00 Men
worked for 3 days in winter and 5 or 6 in the summer about 7:30 – 4:00.
Ruth Mosena in an interview in 1984

A view of the Babcock-Smith house after the Victorian Renovation. The outhouse is behind the house on the right side of the photo.
The house was returned to its colonial appearance by Orlando Raymond Smith, Jr. in 1928.

Coming

Next Week

The impact of mechanization.
(1900-1930)

An Open House will be held at the Babcock-Smith
House Museum on Saturday, May 29 from 2:00 pm –
5:00 pm. We will be happy to record biographical
information about your granite workers and to scan
relevant pictures that afternoon.
Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com


