
Granite Hill Earns Its Name (1846)

Very few men have the opportunity to shape a town, but in
1845 Orlando Smith, with the help of his mother, did just that
when he discovered an outcropping of granite on top of

Rhodes Hill on the Old Babcock Property. He knew that this
outcropping (located just east of the present water tower off Tower
Street) could supply him with raw material for his granite business.

The $8000 price was too much for the thirty-year old, but he shared
his dream with his mother who, it is said, rode to Westerly from
Ledyard on horseback to bring Orlando $2000 for the down
payment. 

Orlando Smith married Emeline Gallup of Ledyard Connecticut. They
wanted to move into the old Babcock house, but, after thirty years as
a tenant farm, the house needed lots of work. Using
granite from Smith’s company, her father Isaac
Gallup, rebuilt the foundation in the north wing
(now the caretaker’s apartment) and made
other improvements.

Smith moved his operation from Pawcatuck
to the top of the hill adjacent to the granite
outcropping and worked with his friend
William A. Burdick. Smith’s expertise was in
building foundations and setting curbing, while
Burdick’s expertise was in architectural

monuments. As
time went on, the
business began to
concentrate more
and more on
formal
monuments.

Shortly after
Smith had begun
quarrying on the
hill, John
Macomber
purchased the Vose Farm and accompanying land (the present high
school campus plus more) on the other side of the 1846 road to
begin his quarrying operation. Later Smith bought out Macomber
and moved the road to its present location so that the quarrying
operations could be combined.

Orlando Smith died in 1859 leaving his wife with four small
children, ages 2, 4, 6, and 8, to raise, a farm to manage, and a
business to run. She needed help. Burdick was the natural choice to
be the business manager of the granite business, freeing Emeline
from the day-to-day responsibilities. William A. Pendleton was
appointed by the bank to oversee its interests.

In 1886 a second quarry on adjoining land was opened by Mr.
George Ledward who later sold to J. G. Batterson. He operated it as
the Rhode Island Granite Works with the business part operating as
New England Granite Works in Hartford, CT.

Smith may have died, but his discovery set in motion the granite
industry which would make Westerly famous and, ultimately,
provide work for thousands both in Westerly and in places which
received monuments or building stones.

Linda Smith Chaffee

Wedding picture of Orlando and Emeline Smith 1845.

Sarah Smith the mother of Orlando Smith. The original miniature, now in the Connecticut
Historical Society, was painted in 1796, the year she married Shubel Smith.

above left: A view of the probable location of the road from Ledward Avenue to School
Street that existed in 1846.

above right: This Google earth image shows the water tower built in 1885 as a white circle
to the left of the “91” identifying Tower Street. Orlando Smith discovered the outcropping
just east of the water tower. The large dark areas are the remains of the first three quarry
holes on Quarry Hill.

Receipt to the State of Rhode Island for the purchase of curbstone
from Orlando Smith dated August 10, 1857.

Ionic capitals (the scrolls at the top of the
columns) of the Westerly Town Hall, built in
1912 by the New England Granite Works. 

It is built of red Westerly Granite quarried
from Batterson’s Redstone Quarry on Old
Hopkinton Road. The main part of the walls,
the field, has a rock face finish and the
details around the windows and at the
corners have a hammered finish, providing a
nice contrast.

The drum columns are cut in sections
reminiscent of the shape of a snare drum.
Drum columns do not require the massive
single pieces of granite that are needed by
one-piece columns. The challenge with drum
columns is cutting and setting them so that
they have the appearance and the structural
stability of a single column. These columns
are turned on a lathe to a tooled finish.

B
S

H
 M

us
eu

m

B
S

H
 M

us
eu

m
B

S
H

 M
us

eu
m

Stone Chips

After cleaning up from work, stone cutters would gather on Saturday
afternoons at Martin House (at end of Canal and Railroad Ave.) and talk shop.
It was said the “more granite was cut there than in any stone shed in town.”
One Saturday a new carver came in and the other men eyed him closely. They
asked him what he had been doing and he replied that he had been carving
an eagle. He had finished the wings, the feathers, the head and was carving
the claws away from the branch “when the darned thing up and flew away.”
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UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

A treasure from the past, United Builders Supply
is excited to be able to offer
these historic granites to the
marketplace again.

Westerly Granite is again being
used successfully in the region.

All masonry materials were
supplied by United Builders Supply Co., Inc.

This picture shows Westerly Blue granite being used as a pool coping
and infinity edge along with Westerly Pink veneer wall stone in new
construction of a home in Westerly.

Coming

Next Week

The stage is set for the granite
boom. (1846-1880)

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com

Documented Granite Workers
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