
Combine the forces of heat, cold, pressure, water, moving ice,
millions or billions of years, and you might end up with the granite
which lies under Westerly. The Native Peoples used it for tools and

weapons. Early settlers moved surface rocks to use for steps and chimney
foundations. By the early 1840’s Orlando Smith had established a
business on Mechanic Street in Pawcatuck, cutting boulders and small
outcroppings for foundation stones, walls, curbstones and hitching posts.
By 1892, 4,000 of the 7,000 residents of Westerly were involved in the
granite industry.

In this series, we will explore the many facets of that industry. The Granite
Resource Center at the Babcock-Smith House Museum will supply much of
the material, but we need your help. On various parts of this page, you
can see ways to make your contribution. We welcome any and all pictures,
artifacts, and stories related to the granite industry. For example, share
with us the stories you have heard about the granite workers living on Oak
Street, in the North End, or in Oatmeal Alley. If you have a picture of your
great grandmother as a little girl at Quarry Hill School or a picture of your
great-grandfather who was a stonecutter, send us a copy with all the
information you have. 

Many thanks are due to Michael Slosberg of United Builders Supply for his
generous financial support and to The Westerly Sun for their expertise
with the actual production. We know that you will be amazed at what you

see on these pages.
—Ellen Madison

United Builders Supply, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and the
Westerly Sun, is proud to be part of this

effort in bringing the heritage of the Westerly
Granite industry back to the people of Westerly.

A treasure from the past, United Builders Supply is
excited to be able to offer these historic granites to
the marketplace again.

Westerly Granite is again being used successfully in
the region.

All masonry materials were supplied by United
Builders Supply Co., Inc.

One of the roof stones, quarried at the Sullivan Granite Company, for the massive Andrus
Mausoleum in Valhalla, NY. John F. Sullivan (future company president) is standing on the left.

This picture shows the use of Westerly Pink in a recent restoration of a
historic wall in Watch Hill. Westerly Pink was integrated with existing
stones on the site to restore the wall to its’ original splendor.

Granite is everywhere in Westerly. There is so much of it
that we often fail to appreciate the details. Can you
identify this building?

Coming

Next Week

• Granite Hill Earns its Name
• Where in Westerly?

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com

The Andrus Mausoleum in Kensico
Cemetery, Valhalla, NY. Granite from
the Sullivan Quarry and the
monumental work by the Joseph
Coduri Granite Company.

Stonecutters like
Carl Carlson
worked the stone
into the right size
and shape.

The bush hammer, which can have from 4 to 10 blades, is used
to finish the surface of the granite. The surfacing began with 4-
cut hammers and worked up to higher and higher numbers.
Surfaces between stones were often finished with a 6-cut
hammer; this would leave surfaces with a significant
amount of friction and increase the stability of the
monument. Only highly finished, smooth
surfaces were hammered with the
ten-cut hammer.

Stone Chips

“I don’t know how my father managed when we bought the farm … it
was all brushland and swamp and he built it so that it was very well
landscaped, but how he did that and work in the quarry too … and my
sister used to go with Pa to plow the gardens, carry the lantern and lead
the horse … and he would do that after he came home from work.”
Thelma Hill Gardner b. 1917) interviewed on 1/25/85 about life on their Chase Hill Farm

The posts around Elm Street School (now St. Pius School) were cut by
hand. The steps to the East and West entrances of the school and the old
Stonington Borough School are exactly the same.Abbiati, Frank
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